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Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservat....

Forest Department Head Office

Office Building No. 39

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Tel. +95 67 405112 (Training and Research Development)
Fax. +95 67 405395

Email trdd.fd@gmail.com

Ref: TRDD/FD/1/3943/2018
Date: May 30, 2018

To: ASOF Leaders
ASEAN Secretariat

Invitation to the 21% Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products Development (AWG-FPD),
19" ASOF International Seminar and 21°* Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (ASOF), 9-14
July 2018, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Dear Sir/ Madam,
We would like to refer to the above mentioned.

Pursuant to the decision made during the 20™ Meeting of ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry and Related
Meetings on 24-29 July 2017 in Putrajaya, Malaysia, it is our pleasure to inform that the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, Myanmar will be hosting the following meetings:

(i) The 21% AWG-FPD Meeting, 9-10 July 2018

(ii) The 19™ International Seminar on Current International Issues Affecting Forestry and Forest

Products, 11 July 2018
(i)  The 21% Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (ASOF), 12-13 July 2018
(iv)  Field Trip to Moe Swe Forest Research Station, Nay Pyi Taw, 14 July 2018

With my pleasure, | take this opportunity to invite all ASOF Leaders of ASEAN Member States (AMSs) and
your delegations to attend the above mentioned meetings which will be held at the Grand Amara Hotel,
Nay Pyi Taw from 9 to 14 July 2018. In this regard, we kindly request the ASEAN Secretariat as the resource
person for the 21% ASOF and its related meetings.

Please find the attached tentative programme, annotated provisional agenda of the meetings, registration
form and information note for your perusal. Kindly be informed that all distinguished delegates are to
cover their own cost for travel and accommodation.

We are looking forward to your participation at the meetings and would appreciate to receive confirmation
of your delegations (Registration) by 7 June 2018 (Thursday).

Thank you.

Sincerely Yours,

a/

Kyaw Kyaw Lwin

Deputy Director General

Forest Department

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation
Myanmar
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REGISTRATION FORM

THE 21°T MEETING OF THE ASEAN WORKING GROUP ON FOREST PRODUCTS
DEVELOPMENT (AWG-FPD), 19™ ASOF INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR AND THE 21°T
MEETING OF THE ASEAN SENIOR OFFICIALS ON FORESTRY (ASOF)

9-14 JULY 2018
NAY PAT TAW, MYANMAR

Participant Details

Country:

Full Name:

Title: Prof [ Dr. MO Ms. [

Orgamzation:

Designation:

Office Address:

Tel. Fax. Email

Delegation status: Head of Delegation [] Member []

Preferred fitle and name on nametag:

Meal Preference:

Meeting(s) Attendance (Please v where appropriate)

O 2157 Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products Development (AWG-FPD),
0-10 July 2018

[] 19% International Seminar on Current Infernational Issues Affecting Forestry and Forest
Products, 11 July 2018

[0 2157 Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (ASOF), 12-13 July 2018

[J Field Trip. 14 July 2018




3. Flight Details (Please v where appropriate)

ARRIVAL DEPARTURE
Airport Yangon [] Airport Yangon []
Nay Pyi Taw [ Nay Pyi Taw [
Date Date
Flight No. Flight No.
Arrival Time Departure Time

=Kindly note that transportation only to and from Nay Pvi Taw Airport will be provided.

4. Accommodation and Transportation

Hotel/ Accommodation (Please specify)

[J Airport transfer (provided by secretariat)

O Self-transportation
*Delegates are kandly advised to make their own reservation for hotels’accommodation. Please
find hotel information 1n Information Note.

*Transportation will be provided to and from hotels/accommodation and meeting venue in
Nay Pvi Taw.

Transportafion

h

Other Necessary Documents

We would like to receive scanned copy of passport and Cwriculum Vitae (CV) of
delegates for internal formalities during their stay in Myanmar
With sending registration form kindly provide two necessary documents mentioned above.

Please fax or email the filled-out Registration Form, Passport Copy and CV no later than 7 June
2018 (Thursdavy).

Contacts:

Director Fi, PhD Ehine Zaw Win (Mr.)
Training & Research Secretanat Office Secretariat Office
Development Division 21% ASOF Meeting Affairs 21% ASOF Meeting Affairs
Forest Dept. Head Office = Committee Committee

Nay Pyvi Taw Forest Dept. Head Office Forest Dept. Head Office
Fmal- trdd fd@gmail com Nay Py Taw Nay Py1 Taw

Tel: 05 67 405112 Enmil: ei641086/F email com Email: khinezawervnn?007@ email com
Tel: +05 67 405305 Tel:/Fax: +95 67 405395 Tel: +05 67 405100; 405110




THE 21°T MEETING OF THE ASEAN WORKING GROUP ON FOREST PRODUCTS
DEVELOPMENT (AWG-FPD), 19™ ASOF INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR AND THE 21°7

INFORMATION NOTE

MEETING OF THE ASEAN SENIOR OFFICIALS ON FORESTRY (ASOL)

This document 1s ammed for delegates for their preparation and provides logistical information
on attending the 21 ASOF and 1ts related meetings from 9 to 14 July 2018 at the Grand Amara

9-14 JULY 2018

NAY PYT TAW, MYANMAR

Hotel, Nay Pyvi Taw, Myanmar.

1. Venue

The 21* ASOF and 1ts related meetings will be held at:

Grand Amara Hotel

Amara Hotel Co. Litd.
No. 5-6, Jade Villa, Dakkhina Thiri Township,
Nay Py1 Taw, Myanmar

Tel: +05 67 8105333, 810517478
Fax: +05 67 414514
Email: reservation srandamara@thehotelamara com, se/@thehotelamara com

Website: www grandamarahotel com: www_thehotelamara com

Y, Accommodation

For convenience, delegates are encouraged to book their accommodation at Grand Amara Hotel
and the Hotel Amara where the meetings will be held and special rate of room charges will be

available for ASOF delegates.

The Hotel Amara Grand Amara Hotel

Room Category | Single (US 5) | Double (US5) | Single (USS) | Double (US 5)
Executive Room 40 55 - -
Superior Room - - 50 60
Diplomat Suite 00 105 00 20
Ambassador Suite 105 125 100 110
Capitol Suite 230 255 170 180
Extra Bed 20 30




3. Transportation

Delegates will be welcomed by the assigned liaison officer at Nay Pyt Taw Intemational
Airport upon their arrival and sent to the reserved hotels as in the travel schedule informed by
delegates. Transportation will be provided also for their departures from hotels to Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport.

4. Field Trip

Field trip 1s scheduled on 14 July 2018 for the delegates to visit Moe Swe Forest Research
Station where experimental research on valuable timber species. such as black-striped teak

(Tectona grandis) and Padauk (Pterocarpus macrocarpus), and bamboo species of Myanmar
can be observed.

5. Dining

Lunch will be provided to all delegates dunng the meetings and field trip. The Mimistry of
Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, Myanmar will host a banquet on 11 July
2018 and Forest Department. Myanmar will host farewell dinner on 13 July 2018.

. Imternet Service

Wireless internet service (WiF1) 1s available free of charge in the hotel temtory where the
meetings will be held.

7. Electricity Supply
Standard voltage 15 230 V and the frequency 1s 50 Hz m the power supply in Myanmar. Voltage

converter will be required for 110/120 volt electronic devices. Plug types of round 2-pin and
flat 3-pin /2-pin are commonly equipped and vou may need outlet plug adapters.

5. Time Fone

Myanmar 1s i the time zone GMT+6:30; the standard tume 15 6 hours and 30 minutes ahead of
Greenwich Mean Time.

9. Weather

As July 1s 1 wet season i Myanmar, delegates may expenence frequent showers or heavy
rains duning the meeting period. In case of ramn during the field trip. delegates will need to bring
their rain gears. Mean temperature and rainfall are 24°C—-30°C and ca. 200 mm n July.

10. Currency
Myanmar currency 15 Myanmar Kyats (MMEK) and 1ts exchange rate 15 1 Unated States Dollar

(USD) = 1345 MMK as of 25 May 2018. Currency exchange 15 available at banks and related
information can be obtained from front desk at the hotels.



11. Secretariat Office

Secretaniat Office will be operating within office hours at the same hotel as the meeting venue
and support for the meeting affairs. Liaison officer will be assigned to each ASOF leader (or
head of delegation) to facilitate therr participation in the meetings. Delegates will be provided
with stationery during the meetings. For Secretaniat Office services, please feel free to contact
the following persons:

Director Ei. PhD EKhine Zaw Win (Mr.)

Training & Research Secretariat Office Secretariat Office

Development Division 21% ASOF Meeting Affairs 21* ASOF Meeting Affairs

Forest Dept. Head Office = Commnuttee Commuttee

Nay Py1 Taw Forest Dept. Head Office Forest Dept. Head Office

Email: trdd fd@gmailcom NayPyi Taw Nay Pyi Taw

Tel: +05 67 405112 Email: e1641986@gmail com — Emal: kKlunezawwynn?007@gmail com
Tel: +05 67 405305 Tel:/Fax: +05 67 405395 Tel: +05 67 405109; 405110

Mobile: +05 0 765143453 Mobile: +95 9 49347937



qu.ocﬁmcﬁoré ©)

The 21st meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products
Development (9 and 10 July 2018 @ Innwa Hall, Grand Amara Hotel)

P
o

9th July

Countries 2018

Brunei Darussalam 2

10th July 2018
2

Cambodia

Indonesia

Malaysia

Philippines

Thailand

R|O|lWwlWw|h~|O

Vietnam

OIN[O|CTI|BR]|WIN]|F-

Lao

Wk |O|lWwlw|bd|O

Total 27

No.

Country

Departments

9th July
2018 10th July 2018

Myanmar

Forest Department

14 6

Myanmar Timber Enterprise

1

Ministry of Education

Department of Trade, MOC

Department of Traditional
Medicine

Ministry of Industry

R R RPk|w

N O [ RIWIN|(EF

Ministry of Commence

Environmental Conservation
Department

Total

21 10



The 19th International Seminar on Current International (11 July
2018 @ Pyinya Hall, Grand Amara Hotel)

Countries AS.E.AN Others
participants

P
©

Brunei Darussalam 2

Cambodia 6

Indonesia 11

Lao

Malaysia

Thailand

4
3
Philippines 6
8
4

Vietnam

OO |N|O| O | ARWIN[F

CIFOR (Indonesia)

[E=N
o

ICRAF (Philippines)

=
=

RECOFTC (Thailand)

=
N

FAO

=
w

JICA (Japan)

iRk |lkr|kr|k

Total 44

No. [ Country Departments 11-Jul-18

Myanmar | Forest Department 17

Myanmar Timber Enterprise 4

Environmental Conservation
Department

Department of Mining

o A W [N
N [

Department of Geological
Survey and Mineral Explorer

Total 25



The 21st Meeting of ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (ASOF) (12

and 13 July @ Pyinya Hall, Grand Amara Hotel)

No. Countries 12-Jul-18 13-Jul-18
1 Brunei Darussalam 2 2
2 Cambodia 6 4
3 Indonesia 14 12
4 Malaysia 5 3
5 Philippines 6 5
6 Thailand 13 11
7 Vietnam 5 5
8 Lao 6 6
9 China 2
10 AFoCo (Korea) 2

GlZ-FORCC
1 (Indonesia) 1

Total 62 48

No. Country Departments 12-Jul-18 | 13-Jul-18
1 Myanmar | Forest Department 9 4
2 Myanmar Timber Enterprise 1
3 Environmental Conservation
Department 1
4
5
Total 11 4

Field Trip_Moe Swe Research Station _14 July 2018

Z
o

Countries

14-Jul-18

Brunei Darussalam

Cambodia

Indonesia

Malaysia

Philippines

Thailand

Vietnam

O INO|OTBRWIN|F

Lao

NIFRP|IOINIDN




Total

16
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Opening Address to be delivered by H.E U Ohn Winn, Union Minister for the
MONREC at the 19™ International Seminar on Land Use, Land Use Change and NDC
July 11, 2018, Grand Amara Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw

% Distinguished delegates from ASEAN Member States,
* Honorable Representatives from ASEAN Secretariat,
% Representatives from Dialogue Partners, INGOs and CSOs,

% Distinguished Guests, Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen

A Very Good Morning!

First and foremost, | would like to extend my warmest greeting to you all. I am also
wishing you all in physical and spiritual well-being on this very remarkable day. It is indeed
my great honour and pleasure to deliver an opening speech on this occasion of the 19™
International Seminar on Land Use, Land Use Change and NDC we are holding
today.Furthermore, | am also very proud of having wonderful opportunity to host the Twenty
First Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products Development and the
Twenty First Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Official on Forestry here in Nay Pyi Taw.

It is truly a great opportunity for all of us to share our views and experiences on our
attempts to achieve climate change mitigation and adaptation.Taking this opportunity,l would
like to thank all delegates from ASEAN Member States, ASEAN Secretariats, Dialogue
Partners, INGO, NGO, CSO and all participants for coming all the way to Nay Pyi Taw for
this International Seminar we are having today.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and gentlemen,

Climate change is the most threatening global challenge faced by humanity. ASEAN
Region is one of the most vulnerable areas to the climate change in Asia and the Pacific
Region and climate variability are impacting all ASEAN States. Natural disasters like haze,
forest fires, flood, landslide, droughts and typhoons are the evidences of the impacts of
climate change in the ASEAN Region.

As you all are aware, ASEAN Region has about 8.6 percent of the global population
and 5.3 percent of the world’s forests. Deforestation and forest degradation remain
significant problems in many countries and localities. The total forest cover of Southeast
Asia is estimated at 214 Million ha in 2010 and 210 Million ha in 2015.



Forests and forestry in the region continue to undergo rapid changes in response to the
collective impacts of a number of drivers at global, national and local levels. Collective
impacts of various drivers will result in a changing mosaic of land uses, significantly
impacting the provision of goods and services and thus food security and livelihoods. All
types of services provided by ecosystems for people will be affected by climate change,
especially in conjunction with other direct human impacts such as deforestation and land
degradation. Climate change can jeopardize the ability of ASEAN Member States to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The role of land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) activities in the
mitigation of climate change has long been recognized. Mitigation achieved through
activities in the LULUCF sector, either by increasing the removals of Greenhouse Gas
(GHGs) from the atmosphere or by reducing emissions by sources, can be relatively cost-
effective.

Countries in ASEAN Region highlighted a range of strategies to enhance mitigation
and adaptation in the forestry sector and strengthen the resilience of forest-dependent
communities in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). Specific measures
included community-based forest resource management, mangrove rehabilitation,
strengthening forest policies and institutions and enhancing capacity towards sustainable
forest management.

NDCs are already being used by several governments in the region as instruments for
policy development and planning, by aligning goals related to climate change adaptation and
mitigation actions, including reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation
(REDD+), sustainable forest management and forest restoration, with wider development
goals and decision-making processes.

A high proportion of countries in the region have highlighted Land-Use, Land-Use
Change and Forestry as key areas for measures to achieve mitigation targets under their
respective NDCs. Many countries in the region re-affirmed existing plans for action on
REDD+. A number of countries also made commitments to achieving specific levels of
forest cover through afforestation and reforestation.

Forest landscape restoration (FLR) has also become an important focus in the region,
with many countries initiating national forest restoration programmes and subscribing to
global, regional or sub-regional targets and initiatives. For example, the Bonn Challenge has

set a target of restoring at least 150 million hectares of degraded land by 2020 and 350



million hectares by 2030. Additionally, Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
adopted the Aichi Biodiversity Targets in 2010 — Target 15 calls for countries to restore at
least 15 percent of their degraded ecosystems by 2020. The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development also recognizes the critical role of
forest restoration in sustainable development. In particular, target 15.3 seeks to combat
desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification,
drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world by 2030. Here, |
would say that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) have become the main driver and will continue to dominate the
global developmental agenda in the coming years.

Additionally, the Paris Agreement envisages concrete measures in forestry to address
climate change. All of these factors will require a clear assessment of emerging development
scenarios and necessary actions to steer forestry onto pathways that maximize its contribution
to achieving sustainable development.

For our ASEAN Region, Strategic Plan of Action (SPA) for ASEAN Co-operation in
Forestry (2016-2025) clearly stated Seven Strategic Trusts which cover various areas of
green technologies in resource management systems, economic integration, food security and
food safety, resilience to climate change, SME development, international and regional
Issues, sustainable forest management.

It is of crucial important to implement the SPA on Forestry (2016-2025) effectively by
the ASEAN Senior Official on Forestry (ASOF) and its subsidiary bodies, namely,ASEAN
Working Group (AWG) on Forest Management, AWG on Forest Product Development,
AWG on CITES and Wildlife Enforcement, AWG on Social Forestry and AWG on Forests
and Climate Change.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Taking this opportunity, | would like to touch upon linkage between forestry sector
and NDC. The development of the NDC is a nationally led process. Political guidance has
been sought from the highest institutional level within the Government of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar. The NDC is Myanmar’s opportunity to confirm its commitment to
climate change mitigation, by pursuing the correct balance between socio-economic
development and environmental sustainability. Myanmar’s NDC has identified mitigation
actions and policies in the primary areas of forestry and energy, complemented by supporting

policies in other sectors.



Myanmar’s NDC committed that by 2030, Permanent Forest Estate (PFE) which is
Reserved Forest (RF) and Protected Public Forest is to increase 30% national land area and
Protected Area Systems is to increase 10% of total national land area. Increase of forest cover
and improve the quality of forests are considered as an important aspect of Myanmar NDC.

These actions have been selected for multiple benefits. For example, actions in the
forestry sector will not only preserve one of the world’s most important GHG sinks, but will
also enhance ecosystem services such as increase biodiversity, prevent soil erosion, reduce
the risk of floods and landslides etc.

Alongside identified mitigation actions, adaptation actions in agriculture, forestry,
water, infrastructure and bio-diversity, among others, are being currently implemented, while
reducing risks of disasters remains a main programme and policy focus. Myanmar wishes to
highlight to the international community that, while committed to making an evidence-based
contribution to global mitigation efforts, the national priority is to adapt to the devastating
effects of climate change.

In addition, Myanmar recognizes a number of important emerging themes which are
key to addressing both future emission reductions and adaptation to climate impacts,
including the need for sustainable urban development; a more consistent inclusion of civil
society perspectives; the empowerment of groups such as children and other younger
members of society at risk of the short and long-term impacts of climate change, and the
integration of gender considerations into climate change policy design. Ultimately, the effort
to mitigate and adapt to climate change is seen as a contribution to alleviate suffering caused
by climate change and enable sustainable and durable development of the poor, both in rural

and urban areas.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In order to fulfill the international commitments related to forestry
sector,Myanmarinitiated many activities in recent years. Remarkable initiatives are adoption
of National Land Use Policy in 2016, issuing a new Community Forestry in 2016,
promulgation of Biodiversity Conservation and Protected Areas Law in 2018. Furthermore,
nation-wide log export ban, 10-year logging ban in BagoYoma Region which is a home of
teak (Tectonagrandis) andreduced harvesting volume below Annual Allowable Cut (AAC)

are the significant efforts in achieving NDC target.



Furthermore, Myanmar launched a 10-years Reforestation and
RehabilitationProgramme (2017-18 to 2026-27) in order to restore degraded forests, to
contribute climate change mitigation and adaptation and to enhance ecosystem services.

Myanmar also initiated REDD+ Readiness Programme in 2015 and National REDD+
Strategies is completed and it will be adopted within this year. Forest Law Enforcement,
Governance and Trade (FLEG-T) and Voluntary Partnership Agreement (EU VPA) were

also initiated in recent years and it is now in processes.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Here | would like to emphasize the importance of forests in seeking development.
Forests can be considered as a center of sustainable development because forests support
varieties of ecosystem services. Actually, forests are essential to our future.

Through this international seminar, we should share the ourvisions of slowing, halting,
and reversing global forest loss while simultaneously enhancing food security for all.
Reducing emissions from deforestation and increasing forest restoration will be extremely
important in limiting global warming to 2°C. Forests represent one of the largest, most cost-
effective climate solutions available today. Action to conserve, sustainably manage and
restore forests can contribute to economic growth, poverty alleviation, rule of law, food
security, climate resilience and biodiversity conservation. It can help secure respect for the
rights of forest dependent indigenous peoples, while promoting their participation and that of
local communities in decision-making.

In conclusion, once again, | would like to express my sincere thanks to ASEAN
Member States, ASEAN Secretariat, dialogue partners, resource persons and participants for
your active participation,cooperation and contributions.

| firmly believe that we will have a better understanding on the larger societal changes
to forests and forestry in the ASEAN Region and to have improved skills and knowledge to
influence land use, land use change and forestry linking to NDC in the ASEAN region.

This international seminar will contribute to the policy making processes in the
ASEAN region through improving awareness about key concepts, key information, issues,
opportunities, tools and best practices related to LULUCF linking to NDC.

I wish you all have an enjoyable stay in Myanmar and this International Seminar
every success.

Thank you very much.
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Remarks to be delivered by Dr. Nyi Nyi Kyaw, Director General, FD at

the 21% Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products
Development (21% AWG-FPD)

July 9, 2018, Grand Amara Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw

Very auspicious morning!
Honorable delegates from ASEAN member states,
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentle men,

Warmly welcome to Myanmar!

Firstly, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, | would like to say that it is our great honor to host such a
regionally important meeting in our country, Myanmar.

The vision for the ASEAN cooperation in forestry is “Forest resources are
sustainably managed at the landscape level to meet social needs, both
socio-economically and culturally, of the present and future generations,
and to contribute positively to sustainable development”.

The goal for forestry sector in ASEAN is to “enhance sustainable forest
management for the continuous production of forest goods and services in a
balanced way and ensuring forest protection and biological diversity
conservation, as well as to optimize their utilization, compatible with social

and ecological sustainability™.

Honorable delegates, distinguished guests, ladies and gentle men,
In order to embrace the above-mentioned vision and goal, we have already

developed Strategic Plan of Action for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry



(2016-2025). The Strategic Plan of Action includes five strategic thrusts.
They are:

Strategic thrust 1 - Enhancing Sustainable Forest Management

Strategic thrust 2 Enahancing Trade Facilitation, Economic
Integration and Market Access will remain as
proposed

Strategic thrust 3 - Enhancing the Forestry sector Resilience and

Role in Climate Change

Strategic thrust 4 - Institutional Strengthening and Human Resources

Development

Strategic thrust 5

Strengthening ASEAN’s Joint Approaches on
Regional and International Issues affecting the

Forestry Sector

Under these strategic thrusts, we have already formulated 16 Action
Programmes and 74 Activities. The implementation of the Action
Programmes and Activities is being carried out together by the ASEAN
member states. Therefore, | believe that we can manage forest resources
sustainably so as to meet the needs of both present and future generations.
Additionally, it can facilitate regional development of trade in forest
products in ASEAN.

Honorable delegates, distinguished guests, ladies and gentle men,

In this auspicious occasion, | would like to take an opportunity to express
the implementation and reform process of Myanmar. We have practiced
sustainable forest management since 160 years ago. However, in recent two

decades, we could not fully comply with the principles and standards of the



forest management system. Nowadays, Myanmar is on the verge of
democracy and the new government pays its priority to environmental
conservation. In line with political reform, we have made some progresses

in forestry sector to support sustainable forest management.

Honorable delegates, distinguished guests, ladies and gentle men,
In this meeting, we, ASEAN member states, will make productive
discussions on the following topics:

- sustainable forest management

- timber certification and legality assurance system

- ASEAN C&l for legality of timber

- research & development and production & marketing of herbal and

medicinal plants

- development of forest products

- forest law enforcement and government (FLEG)
These topics are very crucial for us to be discussed. Therefore, | hope this
meeting would bring invaluable outputs to support forest product

development in the region.

In conclusion, | would like to urge your kind and active participation and |

wish all of you to have an enjoyable stay in Myanmar.

Thank you very much.
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Welcome Address by Deputy Director General, FD at the Opening Ceremony of the
Twenty first Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (21°* ASOF)

July 12, 2018, Grand Amara Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw
Distinguished Delegates from ASEAN Member States,
Representatives of the ASEAN Secretariat,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Very good morning!

First of all, | would like to extend my warmest welcome to all ASOF leaders, the delegates
from the ASEAN Member States and the representatives from the ASEAN Secretariat. |
would also like to express my sincere appreciation to the distinguished guests who take
time to attend this very important meeting.

If I may recall, ASEAN cooperation in Forestry was initiated in 1973 with the convening of
ASEAN Expert Group on Forestry and subsequently the expert group was transformed into
ASEAN Senior Officials on Forestry (ASOF) in 1997. The first ASOF meeting was held in
Malaysia. The basic objective of the ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry is to formulate and
implement regional cooperation activities to enhance the international competitiveness of
ASEAN’s forestry products as well as to promote sustainable forest management effort in
the region.

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, let me be
proud to host this meeting third time in Myanmar.

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

There are many evolving issues within ASEAN cooperation in Forestry such as Sustainable
Forest Management, Forest Certification, Climate Change, and Forest Law Enforcement and
Governance. Under the ASOF, the working groups were established to implement
programmes and activities to deal with these issues.

As you may be aware, forests in Southeast Asia region are of key importance to the
economic, ecological and social development of the region. Millions of people in the region
depend primarily on forests for their livelihood in one way or the other. Forest exports and
trade have contributed significantly to the economic development in the past and have the
potential to continue to do so in the future.



Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

| would like to take this opportunity to briefly touch upon the status of the forestry in
Myanmar. In Myanmar, more than a century-old scientific forest management system has
been practiced to grantee the sustainable production of forest resources. Despite such a
good practice with robust institutional arrangements, deforestation rate of Myanmar was
found to be third in the world ranking according to the statistics of FAO: FRA 2015. Drivers
of such an alarming rate inter alia are over exploitation of forest resources in the previous
decade to meet the target for national earnings from forestry sector and substantial land
use change in the forested area in the name of development. Positive impact of such a
global negative indication was a great attention by newly elected government to arrest the
decline of forest resources as well as forest cover of the nation in the years to come.

The very first countermeasure was the logging ban for a year and, during this time, all the
necessary measures were taken to make sure that future annual logging quota should not
be beyond the limit of sustainable production, a classic example of Myanmar Selection
System. Meanwhile, land use changes in area under the jurisdiction of the Forest
Department were halted in order to address the deforestation and forest degradation.

Meanwhile, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation has developed
Myanmar Reforestation and Rehabilitation Programme-MRRP for 10 years period to regain
the vegetative cover in the denuded forests, to enrich the degraded forests and to better
protect the forested areas beyond the Permanent Forest Estate since 2017. Activities of the
programme are not limited to reforestation, enrichment planting, gap planting, expansion
of Permanent Forest Estate-PFE and Protected Area System-PAS and extended to better
management of old plantation and to encourage the people’s participation in the
management of forest landscape across the country. Implementation of the programme has
just started since last year with national fund; both public and private investment.

MRRP of Myanmar is indeed in conformity with the some international commitments such
as Global Forest Goals, Paris Agreement and United Nations Strategic Plan of Forest and the
ASEAN common position on the forest in addition to achieved the targets set in the National
Forestry Sector Master Plan (2001-2030). It will, thus, contribute not only to Myanmar but
also to the ASEAN region and International Arrangements on Forest.

Nevertheless, efforts made by the single country alone should be in line with the regionally
agreed strategies and plan of actions by all the AMS and it is regarded as a great
opportunity for Myanmar to share the achievements gained so far and learn from other
AMS in this two-day meeting.

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,



Indeed, the previous two-days AWG-FPD Meeting gave a great support for the development
of Forest Products of ASEAN. We could present about our current situations, challenges and
ongoing processes regarding our forest products. Especially, during that event, we could
fruitfully discuss on the matters of timber certification initiative, implementation of ASEAN
FLEG Work Plan (2016-2025) and Common Non-Tariff Barriers by importing countries.
Meanwhile, we could also present about the development activities on our Herbal and
Medicinal Plants (HMPs), the status of their productions, marketing of the HMPs Products,
private sectors involvement and conservation initiatives. Consequently, we received many
valuable recommendations and comments of the representatives from other AMS.

| do hope that the 21* ASOF Meeting would further enhance our cooperation and come up
with one voice and common position on issues related to forestry and timber industry. We
must ensure that whatever solutions or proposals we made for this two-days meeting will
be based on “outcome orientated approach” and give full attention on the implementation
of the proposed plan of actions, work plans and roadmap.

In conclusion, | would like to call upon the esteemed delegates to freely and actively
participate in the discussion regarding the forestry matters. | wish you all a happy stay in
Myanmar and hope that you may have fruitful discussion in these two days and enjoy the
sights and sounds of this beautiful city, Nay Pyi Taw.

Thank you.



THE TWENTY FIRST MEETING OF
THE ASEAN WORKING GROUP ON FOREST PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT
(21°' AWG-FPD)
9-10 July 2018, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

PROVISIONAL AGENDA
INTRODUCTION
OPENING CEREMONY
Agenda Item 1: OPENING REMARKS BY OUTGOING CHAIR
Agenda Item 2: ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Agenda Item 3: REMARKS BY THE INCOMING CHAIR
Agenda Item 4: ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Agenda Item 5: BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

Agenda Item 6: PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY FRAMEWORK
RELATED TO ASEAN COOPERATION IN FORESTRY

6.1 Roadmap for an ASEAN Community

6.2 Matters Arising from the 20" ASOF, Special SOM-38" AMAF, PREPSOM-
39" AMAF/39" AMAF Meeting

AGENDA ITEM 7: COOPERATION IN TIMBER CERTIFICATION INITIATIVE

7.1 Country progress reports: Criteria and Indicators (C&l) for legality of
timber, forest management certification and the implementation of timber
certification and legality assurance systems and ASEAN Chain of Custody
(CoC) Guidelines

7.2 Progress on the FLEG Work Plan (2016-2025)

7.2.1 EU-EFl initiative to support Trade Facilitation and Market Access



Agenda Item 8: COOPERATION IN HERBAL AND MEDICINAL PLANTS

8.1
8.2

8.3

Country progress report on Herbal and Medicinal Plants
Exchange of Database on ASEAN Herbal and Medicinal Plants

ASEAN Documentation of R&D Information/Directory

Agenda Item 9: COOPERATION IN FOREST PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

Update on the Identification, Support of Project Proposals and Accelerate
Possible Areas of Cooperation for Forest Products Development and
Trade

9.1.1 Update on Non Timber Forest Products (NTFP) Development and
Trade

Update on the Establishment of Networking among ASEAN Research and
Trade Promotion Institutions to Facilitate Exchange of Information,
Transfer of Technology, and Sharing of Expertise in Forest Products
Development and Trade

9.2.1 Update of Regional Knowledge Network on Forest Products
Development (Lead Country: Indonesia)

9.2.2 Strengthen Trade Promotions (Lead Country: Malaysia)

Update and Information Sharing on Common Non-Tariff Barriers by
Importing Countries

9.3.1 Compilation and Exchange of Information on Common Barriers to
Trade in Forest Products, Particularly in US, EU, and Japan Markets
(Lead Country: Malaysia)

Update on Exchange of Information and Harmonise Technical Regulations
to Facilitate Trade (Lead Country: Indonesia)

9.4.1 Update on the FLEGT VPA negotiation

Update on Support Aligning National Standards and Testing Protocols in
line with Existing Internationally Recognised Standards (Indonesia)

9.5.1 Development of National Standards among others through the
Adoption or Modification of ISO Standard

9.5.2 Exchange of Information on the Latest Edition of ISO and IEC
Standards for Harmonisation/Alignment



9.6 Update on Strengthening Cooperation in Human Resources Development
in Forest Products Development

9.6.1 Identification of Capacity Building Needs and Conduct of Capacity
Building Activities for the AMS (Lead Country: Philippines)

Agenda Item 10: PLAN OF ACTION FOR ASEAN COOPERATION IN FOREST
PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT

Agenda Item 11: JOINT CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE AWG-FPD AND ACCSQ
WORKING GROUP ON STANDARDS AND MRA
Agenda Item 12: OTHER MATTERS

12.1 Presentation on GIZ-FOR CC support in the area of Forest Law
Enforcement and Governance (FLEG)

12.2 Presentation from EU FLEGT Facility
Agenda Item 13: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

Agenda ltem 14: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

THE 19™ INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON CURRENT INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
AFFECTING FORESTRY AND FOREST PRODUCTS:
LAND USE, LAND USE CHANGE AND FORESTRY IN THE NDCs IMPLEMENTATION

11 JULY 2018, NAY PYI TAW, MYANMAR

Time

ltem

08.00-08.30

Registration

08.30-09.00

Opening Address:

Conservation, Myanmar

Keynote Address:

(Dr Agus Justianto, ASOF Leader Indonesia,)

Group Photo Session

the Union Minister, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental

Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry in the context of Paris Agreement

09.00-09.30

Coffee/Tea Break

SESSION 1: Land Use Governance and Forestry

Chairperson: Dr. Thaung Naing Oo, Director, Forest Research Institute, Forest Department,

Myanmar
Co-chair: Dr. Romulo T. Aggangan, Director, Department of Science and Technology,
Forest Products Research and Development Institute, Philippines
. Mr. Dian Sukmajaya,
10.10 -10.20 Remarks from the ASEAN Secretariat ASEAN Secretariat
Dr. Thaung Naing Oo,
. Director, Forest
10.20 -10.30 Welcome Remarks by Chairperson Research Institute,
Forest Department
10.30 -11.00 Land Use Governance and NDCs Dr. Moira Moeliono,
CIFOR
Forest changes in Asia: Challenges for NDC and policy | Dr. Yurdi Yasmi,
11.00-11.30 L
implications FAO
11.30-12.00 Agroforestry in the context of NDCs Dr. Delia Catacutan,

ICRAF




12.00 -13.30

Lunch Break

13.30-14.00

Community Forestry, Land Use Challenges in NDCs
implementation

Dr. David Gritten,
RECOFTC

14.00-14.20

Contribution of forest to NDC implementation in
Indonesia

Dr. Agus Justianto,
Director General,
Research, Development
and Innovation,
Ministry of
Environment and
Forestry

14.20-14.40

Forestry contribution to NDC implementation in
Myanmar

Dr. Yu Ya Aye,
Assistant Director,
Forest Research
Institute, Forest
Department,

14.40-15.00

Forestry contribution to NDC implementation in
Philippines

Mr. Alejandrino R.
Sibucao, Jr.

Chief,

Forest Economic
Section,
Department of
Environmental and
Natural Resources,
Forest Management
Bureau

15.00 -15.15

Coffee break

15.15-15.35

Vietnam Forestry contribution to NDC

Prof. Dr. Phan Van
Dien,

Deputy Director
General, Vietnam
Administration of
Forestry

15.35-16.10

Wrap up and recommendations

Chairperson:

Co-chair:

Dr. Thaung Naing Oo,
Myanmar

Dr. Pomulo T.
Aggangan, Philippines




THE TWENTY FIRST MEETING OF
THE ASEAN SENIOR OFFICIALS ON FORESTRY (21%' ASOF)
12-14 July 2018, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Annotated Agenda

OPENING SESSION

CLOSED SESSION

Agenda ltem 1: OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE ASOF
Agenda ltem 2: ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Agenda ltem 3: REMARKS BY THE INCOMING CHAIRPERSON OF THE ASOF
Agenda ltem 4: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Agenda Item 5: BUSINESS ARRANGEMENT

Agenda ltem 6: PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY FRAMEWORK

RELATED TO ASEAN COOPERATION IN FORESTRY

6.1 Roadmap for an ASEAN Community (2016-2025)

6.2 Matters Arising from the SOM-AMAF, AMAF Meeting and other relevant Meetings



6.3

Strategic Plan of Action for ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry (2016-2025)

Agenda ltem 7: COUNTRY REPORT OF AMS ON SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT IN

ASEAN

7.1 Country Report on Sustainable Forest Management, including Activity Progress
on National and Regional levels reporting in accordance with Monitoring,
Assessment and Reporting for Sustainable Forest Management (MAR for SFM) in
ASEAN

Agenda Item 8: REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS OF ASOF WORKING GROUPS

8.1 ASEAN Working Group on Forest Products Development

8.2 ASEAN Working Group on CITES and Wildlife Enforcement

8.3 ASEAN Working Group on Social Forestry

8.4 ASEAN Working Group on Forest Management
8.4.1 Work Plan for FLEG implementation in ASEAN (2016-2025)
8.4.2 Mangroves Initiatives in ASEAN
8.4.3 Forestry Extension, Education, and Training in ASEAN

8.5 ASEAN Working Group on Forests and Climate Change
8.5.1 Update on ASEAN Multi Sectoral Framework on Climate Change”:

Agriculture and Forestry towards Food Security (AFCC)
8.5.2 ASEAN Working Group on Forests and Climate Change
Agenda Item 9: COOPERATION WITH DIALOGUE/DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS,

9.1 ASEAN-ROK Cooperation in Forestry

9.2 ASEAN-German Programme to ASEAN Cooperation in Forestry

9.3 Preliminary Key Elements Identified for a Regional ASEAN FLEGT Support
Program by the EU

9.4 EU-FLEGT Facility Support to the FLEG Workplan



9.5 Proposal on Plan of Action of China-ASEAN Cooperation on Forestry for
Implementation of the Nanning Initiative

Agenda Item 10: OTHER MATTERS

10.1 Outcomes and Recommendations of the 19" Seminar on Issues Affecting
Forestry and Forest Products

10.2 Update from the 13" Session of UNFF, 7-11 May 2018, New York, USA

Agenda Item 11: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

Agenda ltem 12: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT




Agenda of the Field Trip to Moeswe Forest Research Station

Saturday, 14™ July 2018 Field trip in Moeswe

Programme Details Contact
08:00-08:15 Meeting at lobby in Hotel
08:15-9:00 Departure from Hotel to Moeswe forest Research
Station
09:00-09:20 ITTO Bamboo Demonstration Plot
(2003) 30 Ac

09:20-09:40 Black Stripe Teak Trial
(1998) 6.5 Ac

09:50-10:10 Padauk (Pterocarpus macrocarpus) Pruning Trial
(1980) 10 Ac

10:30-11:00 Display: Tissue culture of Teak, Eucalypt, and
Orchid, Vegetative Propagation by Teak and
Nursery Practice (Soilless Media & Pot tube)

11:00-11:15 MRRP Nursery (Production of Seedlings)

11:15-11:45 Trees Planting Ceremony

11:45-12:30 Study visit around Arboretum and Natural Bamboo
Forest

12:30-13:30 Lunch break at Moeswe Forest Research Station

13:30 Departure from Moeswe Forest Research Station to
Hotel (Nay Pyi Taw)

13:20-13:40

14:00-14:45 Departure from Moeswe Forest Research Station to
Hotel (Nay Pyi Taw)
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