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REDD-PLUS INFORMATION -25-
Capacity Development Of Stakeholders in the Cortex Of REDD-Plus.

By

L! Sein Thet, Project Coordinator, ITTO-REDD+ Project.

In Myanmar a new legal framework is in
place for decentralization and devolution of legslative
and executive functions to Region and State levels
and Self-Administered Zones, However, these newly
created structures have limited institutional and
technical capacities in democratic governance,
modern public administration, inclusive poverty
reduction and gender equality and women's
empowerment strategies. Since 1993, more than
two decades, the UNDP programme in Myanmar
Forestry Sector has been targeted towards
interventions having grass-roots level impactina
sustamable manner at Dryzone, Delta and Southemn
Shan State. The Primary Programme of assistance
has been the Human Development Initiative, which
supports 8,000 villages in over 60 townships
nationwide, reaching an estimated 6 per cent of the
population. This wide presence was necessary 1o
provide crucial livelihood support in an environment
where other development partners had a limited
presence on the ground. However, this approach
has hampered impact, sustainability and cost-
effectiveness. as was noted by various assessments,
including the annual Independent Assessment
Missions (IAM). The 2011 [AM report listed a
number challenges for the new programme, including
mamtaining relevance m the changing local context.
Italso highlighted the need for robust baseline data.
a consistently applied gender strategy, and for
stronger links between grass-roots level and policy-
level work.

Myanmar is blessed with an abundance of
natural resources including minerals and energy
potential, and fertile ecological zones which have
traditionally provided extensive agricultural
production. These resources have supported a large
population and thriving civilizations over many
centuries, and they continue to provided the bulk of
Myanmar’s economic output to this day. The
coudntry can be divided into three ecological regions;
the fertile Delta and coastal regions- including the
coasts of Rakhine, Mon and Tanintharyi, the plains

of the Central Dry Zone, and the mountainous
northern forested regions, including the Chin Hills
and the Shan Plateau. Each region has differing
topographical, climatic and ecological characteristics,
resulting in significantly different settlement patterns,
agricultural systems and economic activities. In
recent years population growth, unsustainable
extraction of mineral and forest resources, over-
utilization of soils and water and climate-related
hazards have combined to progressively undermine
the resource base on which Myanmar’s economy
and society are based. Deforestation, large-scale
mining, habitat and land degradation and diminishing
water resources are all placing pressure on the web
oflife supporting the Myanmar people. In addition,
the environmental degradation would have great
impact on climate change and climate-related
disasters.

Myanmar is one of the forest nich countries
in the tropical region, Its forest has contributed to
the provision of abundant and indirect benefit to local,
regional and global communities especially in
reducing Green House Gas (GHG) emissions and
enhancing forest carbon stocks and environmental
services. In Myanmar, the emissions to be accounted
for REDD mechanism would probably come from
both deforestation and degradation due to various
causes. As concept and methodologies of REDD-
plus are new to Myanmar, capacity building and
awareness raising for all level of stakeholders are
currently important and urgently needed. Ithas been
almost two decades of cooperation between
Myanmarand I'TTO since Myanmar became ITTO
member country in1993. Myanmar became parter
country of UN-REDD Programme in November
2011 which reflects Myanmar’s initiatives and efforts
for REDD+ readiness activities. The project
“Capacity building for developing REDD+ Activities
in the context of Sustainable Forest Management”
RED-PD 038/ Rev. 3 (f) is based on national priority
and recommendations identified by the international
organization such as ITTO and UN-REDD
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Programme that capacity building is needed atall
level in order to fully implement REDD-Plus. Despite
the fact that negotiation for REDD-Plus is on-going
process under UNFCCC, REDD- Plus has the
potential to deliver large cuts in emissions at a low
cost within a short time frame. At the same time, it
contributes to the positive impact on biodiversity,
reducing poverty and sustainable development in
addition to carbon benefit. The Government of the
Republic of Union of Myanmar, Cabinet approved
this project with the meeting 38/2012 in 25-10-2012
and was signed by executive Agency (FD) and ITTO
on 8-11-2012. A crucial aim of this project is to
build capacity among stakeholders and communities
on the important of SFM and climate change
mitigation. This could be implemented through
awareness programmes such as organizing
workshops and meetings for policy makers, forest
officers, field staff, local communities and relevant
stakeholders. Information on the project’s finding
could be disseminated as well for better
understanding of deforestation and forest degradation
in the country through outreach activities (i.e-
publications, seminars, workshops.)

The National Workshop on Capacity
development of Stakeholders in the Context of
REDD+ was held on 1™ to 1 8™ December, 2013
at Ingyin Hall of Forest Department (FD), Ministry
of Environmental Conservation and Forestry
(MOECAF) according to the timeline for the
implementation of the project activities. By bringing
together a range of stakeholders including national
authorities, ITTO, institutions, international
consultants, national NGOs, the workshop is
expected:-

» Toimprove the Awareness about REDD+;

» To share the updated information about
REDD+ negotiation; and

# To support the implementation of

Myanmar’s REDD+ Roadmap

It was attended by (76) participants including
staff from Environmental Conservation Department
(ECD), Forest Department (FD), Dry Zone Greening
Department (DZGD), University of Forestry (UOF).
Survey Department (SD) and Myanmar Timber
Enterprise (MTE) of Ministry of Environmental
Conservation and Forestry (MOECAF) and Staff
from related Departments such as Small Industries

SN o e e v o A

Department, National Planning Department,
Meteogology and Hydrology Department, Rural
Development Department, Land Record and
Settlement Department, Non-Government
Organizations (NGOs) including WCS, ECCDI,
BANCA, IMG, RECOFTC, FREDA, Point,
Spectrum, Pyoe Pin, Royal Tree Services, Phyo
Sithu, UNDP and FAO of United National
Organization and International Resource — Persons
who are Dr. Hwan Ok Ma (Projects Manager,
ITTO), Dr. Promode Kant (Institute of Green
Economy, Noida. India), Dr Tom Clements(WCS),
Mr Hiroshi Nakata (JICA), Mr Yukio Wada (AAS),
Mr Katsumasa Oo No (AAS), Dr, Toru INADA
(AAS), Prof. Nobuya Mizocre (WCS) and Dr
Tsuyoshi KAJSA (JICA). Itwas also participated
by the personnel of media of The Voice, Eleven,
RFA, Myanmar Time, The Trade Time, Yangon Time,
Magazin Media, Geologist and Street Viso. The
Workshop concluded with suggestions and
recommendations.

The Workshop was inaugurated with the
opening remarks of H.E U Win Tun, Union Minister
for Ministry of Environmental Conservation and
Forestry (MOECAF). In the opening remarks,
Firstly the Union Minister extended warmly welcome
to Deputy Ministers, Senior officials from
MOECAF, Representatives of ITTO and other
Intemational Organizations, Distinguished guests and
participants and he said that he was indeed with great
honor and pleasure to deliver on opening speech of’
National Workshop on Capacity Development of
Stakeholders within the Context of REDD+. The
Union Minister express that this workshop has timely
come out in line with global efforts to combat the
climate change impacts as well as to implement the
REDD+ Roadmap of Myanmar. H.E U Win Tun,
Union Minister also touched upon relationship
between his Minustry and [TTO, since Myanmar
became a member of ITTO in 1993, that they have
been working together for sustainable forest
management in order to support the goal of
sustainable development. The Union Minister
explained on REDD+ Capacity Building Project,
started in December 2012 with the support of TTTO
and about REDD-Plus readiness activities which are
being implemented by the MOECAF. Also he stated
that he is very proud to inform that, Myanmar
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successfully developed REDD+ Roadmap in June
2013 and now trying to implement the Roadmap in
cooperation with international organization. The
Union Minister highlighted some results of UNFCCC
COP 19 which was held from 11 to 22 November
0f2013 in Warsaw, Poland and he said that ongoing
process of formulation of land use policy and land
use management plan would be helpful for REDD-
PLUS implementation; and he continued on the aims
ofthe National Workshop and mentioned that the
Government of Myanmar has been focusing on
Green Economy and Green Growth and it is crucial
importance to scale up the REDDH as Green Growth
approach at the National Level. H.E. U Win Tun,
Union Minister concluded his keynote address and
expressed his appreciation for cooperation and
presence at this auspicious occasion.

On behalf of ITTO, Dr. Hwan Ok Ma,
Projects Manager, ITTO expressed his appreciation
and thanks to Unmion Mimster H.E U Win Tun, Union
Deputy Minister H.E U Aye Myint Maung and H.E
Daw Thet Thet Zin, Representatives of UN and
International Organization, Government and Non-
government Organization and participants. He said
that he was pleased to recall that the [TTO Project
has been operational since December 2012 after
signing the project agreement by H.E U Win Tun,
Umion Minister and Dr. Emmanuel Ze Meka, ITTO
Executive Director during the 48" session of the
Intemational Tropical Timber Council which was held
in Yolohama, Japan in November 2012. He also
delighted that this workshop is being held with

support of many partners within and outside of

Myanmar including JICA, Asia Air Survey Co., Lid,
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) - Cambodia,
UNDP-Myanmar, RECOFTC and Kyusu
University of Japan and he would like to put on
record of ITTO deep appreciation to donor of the
Project, namely the Government of Norway
Switzerland, USA and Japan for raising the funds
required to make this important project possible in
Myanmar through ITTO Thematic Programme on
Reducing Deforestation and Forest Degradation and
Enhancing Environmental Services REDDES. Dr
Ma also highlighted, lessons learned from the
implementation of the ITTO Thematic Programme
on REDDES and consideration for national REDD+
Strategles in m:lpical countries. He also explamed

on their general observation. if people and
communities are not aware of the opportunities and
benefits of tropical goods and environmental services
including REDD+, they are not likely to stand up for
their management in a sustainable way, and pointed
out the roles of ropical forests in addressing climate
change, biodiversity and water resources
conservation along with the provision of providing
positive incentives to demonstrate the social
economic and environmental value of tropical forests.
He then toughed on International Climate Change
negotiations at UNFCCC COP 16 in Mexico and
COP 17 in South Africa Supported the phased
REDD+mechanism to reduce forest based emissions
and enhance forest carbon sinks with advancement
of MRV and Social —environmental safeguard and
the recent COP 19 in Poland, which has provided
important methodological guidance for the
establishment of forest enission reference levels. He
explained that as follow-up on previous national level
workshop on REDD, this national workshop would
contribute to better understanding of REDD+
opportunities and challenges by updating recent
negotiations and discussions on REDD+ under the
UNFCCC and good experiences in REDD
Readiness from neighboring countries. Dr Ma also
suggested that, Ministry of Environmental
Conservation and Forestry need to consider
contributing to the Regional forestry cooperation and
dialogue on REDD+ and these are many constraints
in how ASEAN members may work together on
certain issues including the principles of REDD+
social safeguards; while Myanmar takes
chairmanships of ASEAN n the year 2014, and it is
his hoped that under the initiative of MOECAF, some
opportunities will be provide to share many lessons
on design and implementation of REDD+ policies
and demonstration activities in 2014 during the
Myanmar chairmanship of ASEAN, Lastly, but not
least, Dr Ma expressed his appreciation to Forest
Department for the efficient organization of this
workshop and thanks to international speakers and
participants and he concluded to look forward for
the continued advancement in cooperation and
commitment towards the achievement of REDD+ in
Myanmar,

The presentation session was chaired by U
Bo Ni, Director of Watershed Management Dﬁw&
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Forest Department (FD), Ministry of Environmental
Conservation and Forestry (MOECAF). There
were 12 Resources papers presented by Resources
Persons including 6 International and 6 National.
(1) REDD+ and SFM by Dr Hwan Ok Ma,
Projects Manager ITTO
(2) Cambodia’s Experience in REDD+ Part |
by Dr Tom Clements, WCS’s expert from

Cambodia

(3) Cambodia’s experience in REDDH Part [
by Mr Hiroshi Nakata, JICA, Cambodia

(4) UNFCCC COP19: REDD+ Potentialities
and Challenges by Dr Promode Kant,

International Consultant

(5) Methodological Development for REDD+
by Mr WADA, AAS Co., Ltd from Japan

(6) REDD+ Roadmap of Myanmar ; Challenges
and Opportunities by Dr Thaung Naing Oo,
Project Manager ITTO REDD+ Project

(7) Development of MRV System in Myanmar:

Challenges and Opportunities by Dr Myat

Su Mon. Assistant Director Forest

Department

(8) Major Drivers of Deforestation and

Strategies by Dr Rosy Ne Win, Staff Officer,

Forest Department.

(9) Development of Safeguard Information
System particularly FPIC: Challenges and
Opportunities by U Nanda Win Aung, Staff
Officer, Forest Department.

(10) Stand Structure, Composition and Diversity
of Selected Reserve Forests in Taungoo District
by U Naing Zaw Tun, Assistant Director, Forest
Department.

(11) Linking Community Forestry to REDD+
RECOFTC’S Experiences by Dr Maung Maung
Than, Country Coordinator, RECOFTC

(12) Participatory forest carbon monitoring and
development of community forestry in Myanmar
by Inada, AAS Co., Ltd.

In order to the future implementation to
develop REDD+ and Capacity Development of
Stakeholders in the Context of REDD+ in Myanmar;
participants were group into two with respects to
following thematic areas: -

I. ASafeguard Team to review processes for
social and environmental safeguards in

relation to forest management in Myanmar,
lead by Dr Hwan Ok Ma, ITTO Projects
A GHG measurement, reporting and
verification (MRV) Team discussed on forest
reference emission levels and forest
reference level (RELSs/RLs) for REDD+
Activities lead by Dr Promode Kant,
Intemnational Consultant

The participants participated actively in the
group discussion session and afier group
presentations, the following suggestions and
recommendations were reached:-

. Since the REDD+ is cross-sectoral
mechanism, all line ministries, NGOs, CSOs,
local communities and relevant stakeholders
are strongly encouraged to work together
in order to achieve not only climate change
benefits but also for other ecosystem
SEervices.

Improvement of national forest resources
monitoring systems covering carbon MRV
as well as social and environment
information.

3. To consider contributing to the regional
forestry cooperation and dialogue on
REDD+ as there are many constraints in how
ASEAN members may work together on
certain issues including the principles of
REDD+ social safeguards.

To the continued advancement in
cooperation and commitment towards the
achievement of REDD+ Roadmap in
Myanmar,

To assess baseline national technical
capacities and institutional arrangement
related to the forest monitoring and
measurement. reporting and verification
(M&MRV) to the forest monitoring system
(NFMs) for REDD+activities.

To identify potential strategies for the
development of Myanmar forest (RELs/
RLs).

The workshop was concluded with closing
remarks by U Zaw Win, Deputy Director General
of Forest Department, Ministry of Environmental
Conservation and Forestry. In his conclusion
remarks, firstly he extended his warmest greetings

-

e,

[

to all and it was indeed a great honor and pleasure
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for him having a chance to deliver the closing remark
of the National Workshop on REDD+, He
expressed his sincere appreciation to Dr Hwan Ok
Ma from International Tropical Timber Organization
(ITTO), Mr Hiroshi Nakata from JICA, Dr Tom
Clements from WCS, Mr Yukio Wada from Asia
Air Survey Co,, Ltd and resource persons for their
precious time and contributions to this workshop.
And he was very thankful to the representative of
UNDP, all officials from line ministries, NGOs and
participants for their active participation and
significant presence throughout the workshop.
Deputy Director General stated that, Forestry is one
of the important sectors that contribute climate
change mitigation and adaptation because it is a sink
as well as a source of carbondioxide. Emissions
from deforestation and forest degradation in
developing countries amount to about 20% of the
total global emissions of GHG, and low carbon,
Green Economy and Green Growth approach is
becoming very popular in climate change Agenda.
He also said that, he was very proud to recall that,
Rio+20 which was held in June 2012 in Rio De
Janeiro, role of forests and potentially of REDD + in
enhancing social, economical and ecological benefits
for the people as well as sustainable development of
the countries. He columned that, REDD+ is cutting
mechanism, all relevant stakeholders including
govemment body, NGOs, CSOs, private sector and
local communities have to work together and he
would say, community forestry, agro-forestry, social
forestry, community based forest management
practices and forestry related small-scale business
will be fundamental framework for the development
of public private partnership in forestry sector.
Deputy Director General said he was very delighted
to know that 12 technical papers were presented
by the experts from international organizations,
NGOs and REDD+ core unit of Forest Department
and firmly believe that this National Workshop is
very helpful for improvement of awareness and it
contributed substaintially to the implementation of
REDD+ Roadmap of Myanmar. He concluded his
remarks by expressing his since appreciation to all
resource persons, participants and organizer for their
endless efforts to successfully hold this National
Workshop and wished all for having a pleasant

enjoyable time in SEN GAME in Nay Pyi Taw and
have a safe return to their home.
The project implementation period is row almost (30)
months during the year one; through year three. i.e
from December 2012 to June 2015, activities and
the project is on the tract. Some indicators for the
success of the first Yearly Plan of Operation (YPO),
second Yearly Plan of Operation (YPO) and third
Yearly Plan of (YPO)are:-
|. Increased number community engaged in
forestry related activities
2. Reduced cases of forest-community conflict
within the project are.
3. Awareness raised and case of illegal
harvesting and encroachment reduced
4. Baseline data for carbon accounting
collected and up-dated
5. Capacity of some staffof Forest Department
and MOECAF, NGOs and local
communities developed
6. Demonstration plots for conservation of
forest established.
7. Permanent Sample Plots for carbon stock
measured established.
8. FPIC activities are applied in project site
9. Application of IPCC guidelines promoted.
Several activities related to mitigation of forestry
sector climate concerns within the Ministry of
Environmental Conservation and Forestry such as
research, and demonstration activities located in
several areas would be integrated with the project.
Forest Department, Forest Research Institute,
University of Forestry, Local Civil Societies are
involved in the operation activities of the project by
consultation, discussion and negotiation which have
been conducted in irregular basis.

References:- * Proceedings of National Workshop
on Capacity Development of
stakeholders in the context of
REDD-Plus. ITTO-REDD+
Project, March 2014.

* Fourth Bi-Annual Progress Report,
ITTO-REDD+ Project, July 2014,
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IUFRO (The International Union of Forest Research Organization)

Daw Wai Wai Than
FRI

IUFRO is the global network for forest science cooperation, a non- profit, non-governmental
international network:headquarters is situated in Vienna, Austria. [t unites more than 15, 000 scientists in 700
member organizations inover | 10 countries with stakeholders Research Organizations, Universities, Individual
Scientists, NGOs, Decision Making Authorities, Forest land- owners and other people who depend on
forest.

IUFR.O missionis to promote global cooperation in forest-related research and to enhance the
understanding of the ecological. economic and social aspects of forests and trees; as well as to disseminate
scientific knowledge to stakeholders and decision-makers and to contribute forests policy and on-the-ground
forest management.Vision is as the global network for forest-related research is to serve the needs of all
forest researchers and decision makers.

IUFRO was established in 1892 as the Union of Forest Experiment Organizations founded in
Eberswalde, Germany (Attached Photo). Originally only three governments of Austria, Germany and
Switzerland agreed and become 22 countries including USA and Canada in the First World War. In 1903
Japan was become a member, and the number of members increased as universities, forestry education
centers and other forestry institutions not only from Europe but also from other continents joined. Until the
1970s IUFRO grew rapidly with many of the new members coming from developing countries. In 2000, the
name was changed to “International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO).”

The IUFRO congress 2014 was held in Salt Lake City, Utah State in the USA. Two Myanmar
researchers from FRI and master and doctorate forestry candidate of Myanmar from Kyoto
Universityparticipated and presented their researches in the IUFRO Congress 2014.FR1 researchers submitted
their papers and presented also in IUFRO 2010, The Congress is regularly held once every four vears and
next will be held in Brazil in 2019, Myanmar FRI has member of IUFRO since 2007, According to IUFRO’s
Internal Regulations, the basic annual membership fee for Member Organizations is based on the adapted
World Bank classification of economies.We can available the benefits for members are networking
opportunities; international, regional and national representation; eligibility to place news items in
IUFRO media; IUFRO publications; access to the IUFRO webpages; opportunity to participate in
GFIS (Global Forest Information Service); eligibility to IUFRO awards: opportunity to take a leading
role within IUFRO; support for developing countries (SPDC program).

Currently there are nine permanent Divisions:Silviculture; Physiology and Genetics; Forest Operations
Engineering and Management; Forest Assessment, Modeling and Management; Forest Products; Social,
Economic, Information and Policy Sciences; Forest Health; Forest Environment; andForest Policy and
Economicsto support researchers in collaborative work and provide an organizational link among Research
Groups and Working Parties and the IUFRO Board.

International Council Representatives are formed from 97 countries mcluding Myanmar Representative
1s nominated in 2015. The IC is IUFRO’s governing body and legislative organ and it should advise the
President and the Board on major issues concerming [UFRO’s policy and strategy. Representative / Altermnate
Representative must be FRI director will engage with new Board to advise IUFRO and also serve as
“Ambassadors” of [UFRO in their countries as play a key role in ensuring a strong and active participation of
research organizations and scientists in IUFRO.

The IUFRO strategy 2015-2019 with its theme of “Interconnecting Forests, Science and People™ is
an essential tool to guide and implement its activities in the years. It provides a framework of TUFRO and its
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B members to effectively respond to changing
regarding forest and network of forest science
knowledge sharing and cooperation. The strategy
addresses five research themes: Forest for people;
Forest and climate change; Forest and forest
based products for a greener future; Biodiversity,
ecaosystem services and biological invasions: and
Forest, soil and water interactions withthree
institutional goals: research excellence; network
cooperation; and policy impact in the forthcoming
periods.

j‘uuﬁuﬁ mEc§188eeqssE mBcmeqipgpsd (joog-eniemEans)

Our FRI1s very proud for membership and
has become representative in the International
Council of IUFRO. The above information is |
wish to share with readers some of the key issues that are ansing as good opportunities to implement our
researches according to its themes and look forward to participate actively in the coming congress which will
be held in Brazil in 2019.

Participants of the 20th Meeting of the German forest research institutes, Eberswalde, Germany,
September, 1892, This committee decided on 19 September 1892 the establishment of the Interational
Union of Forest Research Institutes.
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Syringodium
ol 050305@'5 Cymodoceaceae | Syringe prass
y yringe g isoetifolium (Kutzing)
& e Cyvmodocea rotundata
ound-ti
I (ﬁcul.ﬁg'ﬁ Cymodoceaceae L {(Ehrenberg et Hemprich
Seagrass
- ex Ascherson)
Cymodocea serrulata
Qn | vdodfgd | Cymodoceaceae | Toothed seagrass | (R. Brown) Ascherson
et Magnus
Halodile uninervis
1 n&mﬁ@’ﬁ Cymodoceaceae | Fiber-stand grass
7 d 8 (Forsskal) Ascherson
C d PG A Halodule pinifolia
1 “503,55“5 modoceaceae iber-st: 88
J = EE: ({Miki) den Hartog
g s Hpeatst oot Enhalus acoroides
0 u&mﬁg‘-ﬁ rocharitaceae | Tropical eelgrass | )
g, 3 & (Linnaeus [.) Royle
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1 n&mﬁﬁ-ﬁ Hydrocharitaceae | Turtle grass
? 2 £ (Ehrenberg) Ascherson
Halophila beccariy
el Hydrocharitaceae | Ocean turf grass
oboocbfged | Hy & (Ascherson)
Veinless spoon- Halophila decipi
alophila decipiens
il lfm(ﬁgrﬁ Hvydrocharitaceae | grass/ Paddle
e of 8 (Ostenfeld)
grass
Halophila ovalis
a0 uEmdSErﬁ Hydrocharitaceae | Spoon-grass
i DOoRS (R. Brown) Hooker f.
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