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Integration of Environment and Development for Sustainable
Development

By

U Sein Thet, Director (Rtd)
Chairman, FREDA

Sustainable development seeks to strike a
balance between the environment and development.
Development occurs through policy, planning and
management by the government. Achieving
sustainable development requires the integration of
environmental considerations into decision-making
at all levels. Policy formulation by the government,
national planning for development and the
management of development activities should be
integrated with environmental concerns. Since the
adoption of the market-oriented economic system
in Myanmar in 1988, dramatic changes have taken
place in all economic and social spheres. The
development of the national economy has been the
main thrust for enhancing the living standards of
people. Foreign direct investments have been
encouraged and promoted and the result is a
substantial rise in economic activity in the country.

Thus far in Myanmar, environmental factors
have not been given explicit attention in the
development process. The process of integration of
environment and developing in decision-making
requires the support of comprehensive and up-to-
date information and data on the social, economic
and environmental status of the country. Sustainable
development is an ongoing process and it is essential
that information is available and easily accessible
to provide a basis for decision-making and also to
provide feedback in order that adjustments can be
made to national policies and programmes. The
national planning and development process is the
central area where decisions, which will impact most
significantly on the environment and on economic
development in Myanmar, are made.

The process of national planning should
therefore be modified with a view to incorporating
concerns for environmental protection and
conservation in the national development process.

Development in pure economic terms will not
improve the lives of the people unless social and
environmental development is also incorporated.
Achieving sustainable development in each sector
and each programme area depends to a large extent
on a careful weighing of environmental and
developmental needs. It is clear that policies in each
sector have effect and impacts on other sectors. For
example, a policy for industrial development will
require co-ordination with infrastructure
development in the energy sector, and the transport
and communications sectors. Infrastructure
development will depend on the natural and human
resources available in the country. The utilization of
some resources for infrastructure development will
impact on the other uses of the same resource for
other purposes. Water, for instance, can be used for
hydro-electric power generation, but large hydro
power projects involving the construction of dams
affect irrigation and agriculture, inland water
transport and ecologically sensitive habitats.
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is
a vital and useful tool for planning and decision-
making. The identification of potential environmental
problems can assist in the planning and development
process. Recommendations on methods and
procedures for the amelioration of environmental
harm can assist in the implementation of remedial
projects and provide for sustainable and
environmentally sound development. The process of
analysis and the information gathered in the EIA
process are vital to allow an equitable balance to be
struck between environment and development. The
implementation of EIA can provide for logical and
rational decision-making that cuts across various time
periods, from short term impacts and benefits to long
term planning. EIA can be applied atall levels, from
the proposal and planning of large scale development
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projects to the promotion and encouragement of
small scale cottage industries. However, imposing
requirements for EIA and the implementation of EIA
processes requires a heavy investment in manpower,
expertise and resources.

The integration of environment and
development at all levels of government and
administration should begin from simple training
programmes, workshops and seminars for all levels
of government officials and the public to create public
awareness of the different environmental dimensions
that exist in their work. From moves to increase the
general level of environmental awareness there should
be further developments to increase the capacity and
expertise of government officials and private
individuals in environmental management through
higher level and more intensive training and
manpower development programmes.

Sustainable development is a continuing
process. The development process should be
systematically monitored and evaluated and regular
reviews of the integration of environment and
development should be conducted.

To ensure that existing policies, plans and
programmes are integrated with the environmental
dimension, a national review of economic, sectoral,
and development policies should be conducted. The
effects on the environment of each of these policies
from negative effects of pollution, degradation and
encroachment to positive effects of conservation,
pollution control and abatement and protection
should be examined, highlighted and weighed with
the economic benefits to be obtained. Where
necessary, existing policies, plans and programmes
should be modified to take into account the
environmental dimension. Sustainable development
and environmental management concerns cut across
all sectors of government, and is multidisciplinary and
multi-sectoral in character. Numerous government
ministries, departments and agencies are involved in
the management functions that are necessary to
achieve sustainable development and the integration
of environment and development. Without a
concerted effort to reorganize and strengthen the
governmental institutional capacity and multi-sectoral
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integration and cooperation, the pursuit of sustainable
development can be greatly hampered.

Some of the possible problems that can arise
with insufficient integration of government
departments and responsibilities and institutional
reorganization are overlaps in administrative
responsibilities, fragmentation of authority in some
cases and sometimes even the absence of clear
responsibility with respect to particular areas such
as environmental health. In general, a lack of
managerial, technical and financial resources also
contributes to the inadequacies in the government’s
capabilities to implement activities for sustainable
development. In some cases, some departments may
have statutory responsibility for particular functions
but may not be in a position to perform these
functions owing to a variety of reasons such as a
lack of manpower, expertise, or financial resources.
The requirement of developing countries are generally
reflected in these international environmental
conventions and the interests of countries with
different natural conditions and at different levels of
development are usually taken into consideration.
As such action plans should be prepared for the
implementation of these conventions and agreements.
In addition, other international treaties, conventions
and protocols should be closely studies with a view
to Myanmar’s ratification of such instruments. As a
developing country, Myanmar is in great need of
financial and technical support and assistance for its
development programmes and pursuit of
environmental conservation and protection. Apart
from international assistance however, financial and
technical means of pursuing environmental
conservation and protection can be sought from
measures carried out in the domestic arena. Some
of these measures include the use of economic and
market instruments and incentives to encourage the
integration of environment into development such as
using the polluter-pays-principle or the natural-
resource-user-pays concepts applied in many
countries including developing countries.
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