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An Old Forester Looks Back. (18) - Preparation of the Second National
Communication Under UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) in Myanmar Project
(GFL/5070-2724-4C89-2207 PMS:GF/3010-12-07)

U Sein Thet, B.Sc (For), M.Sc (ANU), MIFA.
Director (Retired), Ex-Chairman, FREDA.

The Second National Communication
(SNC) for Myanmar was a continuation of work
done under the Initial National Communication
(INC) which was submitted to the UNFCCC in
2012 and other project activities implemented after
that period. The Project aims at strengthening the
national capacities for future implementation of the
UNFCCC. The project will enable Myanmar to
present information on various elements of the
national communication ina manner that is consistent
and transparent, taking into account Myanmar’s
national circumstances. All principal aspects from
the “Guidelines for the Preparation of National
Communication from Parties not Included in Annex
I to the Convention” will be applied in the process
of preparing the SNC. Issues relating to data gaps
and improvements in the consistency and
transparency of national communications will be
covered as far as possible.

The main components of the project included
activities on: Description of national circumstances;
Inventories of anthropogenic greenhouse gas
emissions and removals by sinks for the year 2010;
General description of steps taken or envisaged to
implement the convention (Measures to facilitate
adequate adaptation to climate change and Measure
to mitigate climate change); and Other information,
including; Development and transfer of technology,
Research and systematic observation, Capacity-
building, Education, training and public awareness,
Information and networking. The last component on
Constraints and gaps and related financial, technical
and capacity needs.

In addition to preparing the national
communication, the project also aims at:

1. Continuing the enhancement of general
awareness and knowledge on issues related
to climate in Myanmar;

2. Strengthening ability of Myanmar to
participate in different mechanisms under the

climate change multilateral process;
3. Fulfil other relevant commitments under the

UNFCCC in the future agreements.
Project Executing Organization — Environmental
Conservation Department, Ministry of Environment
Conservation and Forestry (MOECAF) (now
MONREC).

Duration of the Project— 36 months; October 2015
to September 2018.
Cost of Project (US Dollars)— GEF Trust Fund =
480,000 (88.9%)

Government
Contribution in Kind = 60,000 (11.1%)

Total Cost =
540,000 US$

Myanmar ratified UNFCCC on 25
November, 1994 as a Non-annex I Party. Due to
national circumstances, the country participated in
the UNFCCC only few years after the ratification.
Very limited participation of Myanmar experts and
national delegations to the Convention since then.
Hence, the progress of climate change in the country
has been behind other parties in all areas.
Nevertheless, the participation of Myanmar in the
ALGAS project during the 1990s helped the national
experts to learn inventory and mitigation research,
the only experiences they had received until the
implementation of its INC in 2008,

Myanmar launched an INC- projectin 2008
with the financial assistance from GEF/UNEP. The
project formed a management structure similar to
other countries. Under the supervision ofthe National
Climate Change Committee, chaired by Director-
general of MOECAEF, the Project Management
Team, composed mainly of the national study team
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leaders, oversaw the project activities. Six working
groups were established: (i) Inventory and Mitigation
Option Analysis; (i) Vulnerability and Adaptation
Assessment; (iii) Development and Transfer of
Environmentally Sound Technologies; (iv) Research
and Systematic Observation; (v) Education, Training
and Public Awareness, and (vi) Compilation of the
National Communication. Each working group was
composed of a number of experts drawn from both
the public and the private sectors, including NGOs.
Each working group prepared their respective
chapters that constituted the INC report.

In 2011, Myanmar launched a NAPA
project with financial assistance from GEF/UNEP,
aproject management team and a multidisciplinary
integrated assessment team was established to carry
out the study. Department of Meteorology and
Hydrology was the responsible agency for the
project. Priority Adaptation Projects as well as
sectors were selected/prioritized using participatory
discussions and analyses including expert opinions
as well as community and cultural/traditional
knowledge. The project identified 32 adaptation
projects. Capacity building, knowledge and
monitoring requirements were considered and
contrasted across all 32 Priority Adaptation Projects.
Sectors in which Priority Adaptation Projects should
be implemented first include: 1) Agriculture, Early
Warning Systems and Forest (First Priority Level
Sectors). This is followed by: 2) Public Health and
Water Resources (Second Priority Level Sectors);
3) Coastal Zone (Third Priority Level Sectors); and
4) Energy and Industry, and Biodiversity (Fourth
Priority Level Sectors). At present, only one NAPA
project has been supported from Adaptation Fund.

Beside the NAPA project being
implemented, Myanmar has not carried out any
significant climate change activities, partly due fo the
reorganization of the public agencies dealing with
climate change. Environmental Conservation
Development Under MONREC, (ECD) have been
designated as national focal points of climate change.
Although many of the multidisciplinary team members
remain, the coordination body, ECD is new to the
process and need strengthening its capacity in all
areas of climate change.

The National Communication (NC) has
been useful for Myanmar to communicate to
UNFCCC about its progress on climate change
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issues and to integrate climate change to its national
sustainable development process. The preparation
of NCs in Myanmar has been participatory,
interactive and delivered in a systematic manner. As
experienced from the INC, the Enabling Activity has
provided the Myanmar team good opportunities to
develop national capacities on climate change. With
good cooperation among countries in the sub-region
and the region, Myanmar has learned and exchanged
experiences on climate change actively through the
INC project.

The management arrangements for the
preparation of the SNC followed the standard
project management arrangements for the UNEP
umbrella projects.

8. The primary objective of Myanmar’s
SNC project is to enhance capacity of Myanmar
and facilitate the preparation of climate change
progress of the country and communicate, through
the UNFCCC, to other parties under the Convention.
The project will also enhance the national capacity
to integrate the climate change issues into national
sustainable development process. It will also assist
the country to participate and take full advantage of
international mechanism that may emerge in the
future. The project will also contribute to the global
effort to get better understanding of the sources and
sinks of greenhouse gases, potential impacts of
climate change, and effective response measures to
achieve the ultimate objective of the UNFCCC.
Decision 2/CP7 of the COP highlights the importance
of developing and strengthening of institutional,
scientific, technical, information and human capacity
of non-Annex I Parties, which is a pre-requisite for
effective implementation of the Convention. Given
that Myanmar has been greatly slower than other
parties in participation in the Enabling Activities, this
project will take full consideration of the capacity-
building needs of Myanmar in various thematic areas

as highlighted in decision 2/CP7, and hence capacity-

building elements are emphasized and incorporated
in all proposed activities.

The project would build on the outputs of
the previous studies under the INC and related
development so far. The SNC will achieve this by

addressing data gaps, improving on previous studies,
and carrying out new and additional activities to meet

the obligations. In particular, it will build or strengthen
the capacity of the country in all areas relating to
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climate change, not only at the scientific, technical
and technological levels, but also at the policy levels.
In addition, public campaign will be one of the main
activities to strengthen public participation in climate
change process in Myanmar. The project will
emphasize on priorities resulted from the self-
assessment exercise. The implementation of the
project would lead to:

L Improvement in the national inventory
system, especially on institutionalization of
the inventory system and capacity
enhancement of the relevant personnel.

i. Improvement of the database of the national
greenhouse gases (GHGs) inventory.

ii. Enhancement of national capacity in
assessment of V&A in the agriculture, water
resources, forestry and health by employing
improved methodologies to develop climate
scenarios and integrated assessment.

iv. Development of feasibility and prioritization
of climate mitigation options to enhance
mitigation efficiency, in consistent with the
national strategy.

v. Enhancement of national capacity in NAMA
potentials.

vi. Assessment research and systematic
observations needs, including those related
to climate variability and extreme weather
events, as well as early warning systems for
climate-related disasters;

vii. Enhancement public awareness on climate
change issues and strengthening national
climate change education and training
programme as well as information
networking;

viii. Enhancement of national capacity on climate
change process and negotiation;

ix. Identification of constraints and gaps related
to financial, technical and capacity needs, so
as to facilitate future actions.

Greenhouse gas inventory is an important
component of national communication. A reliable and
accurate GHG inventory is useful for the formulation
of national measures to address GHG emissions. As
a least developed country, development priorities of
Myanmar are to address poverty problems and to
ensure sustainable use of natural resources,
particularly in rural areas. Close relationship between
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rural livelihood and forest and land resources is
sensitive to GHG mitigation measures of the country.
The GHG inventory for Myanmar in INC is
for the year 2000. There is no any new decision on
the year of GHG inventory for the NCs from Non-
annex [ party yet. Taking into consideration of the
inventory periods in the INC, the views from the
consultation workshops, especially related to data
availability and reliability and the expected coming
activities such as BUR, the year 2010 used as a base
year for the SNC. This particular year is also
appropriate to link the 2000 inventory of INC. The
2010 1s also the period Myanmar initiated the
process of opening up the country foreign policies.
It would be a good base year before substantial
structural change process occurred in the country.
The assessment of vulnerability and
adaptation to climate change has led to the following
recommendations for further development:

1. Development of national capacities on
climate change V&A research

. Strengthening research development on
climate change impacts, vulnerability and
adaptation with emphasis on agriculture and
water resources

. V&A on water resources should emphasize
at watershed level,

iv. Potential impacts of sea-level rise on coastal
areas should be studied,

v. Public awareness on climate vulnerability
and adaptation, especially in rural areas.
The SNC proposes to undertake the

following activities under this component:

. Review and update existing climate
scenarios with advanced coupled climate
models;

ii. Assessment of the impacts of climate change
on agriculture and water resources in
selected watershed area;

m. Review and update existing studies on
vulnerability and adaptation to sea-level rise
in Myanmar and identify priority areas to
conduct sea-level rise study;

iv. Identification and development of relevant
adaptation capacity building training needs.
In the INC and the stakeholder consultation,

there were views that indicated the important gaps

on mitigation area. These are:
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No updated studies of ALGAS project,

especially on cost-effectiveness analysis;

¢ Lack of economic analysis of mitigation
options;

¢ Lack of national mitigation strategies
(although some sectoral plans contributed
to mitigation e.g., efficient stoves);

¢ Lack of national capacity on quantitative
analysis of mitigation options;

¢ Lack of national capacity to mainstream
mitigation options to sustainable
development programme;

e Limited public and private knowledge about
international development on mitigation
issues.

The SNC will review the progress of the
above. In particular, the activities on mitigation aspect
in the SNC will cover the following:

i. Assessanalytical tools and methodologies

i. Conduct mitigation option analysis with
emphasis on prioritization of options

m. National capacity building on NAMA,
REDD+ and MRV

iv. Public awareness on climate change
mitigation measures and actions including
NAMA, REDD+and MRV
There are five areas of other information that

are suggested in the Guidelines — Development and
transfer of technology; research and systematic
observation; education, training and public
awareness; capacity building and information and
networking. Technical training and capacity building
are included in each component ofthe SNC. Hence,
other information section will pay attention mainly
to education and public awareness on climate
change.

After implementation of the above-
proposed activities, an analysis is needed to identify
the barriers to the enabling activity on implementation
of UNFCCC and further COPs’ decisions. Special
attention will be paid to constraints and gaps in
financial and technical areas that may limit capacity
building or strengthening to implement UNFCCC
programmes on a continuous basis. In line with the
above, itis necessary to develop proposals that will
contribute to the closing down on these gaps.
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to technology transfer specifically on technology
needs, levels of financial support required, and
development and enhancement of capacities,
technologies and knowledge. This section will be
handled by cooperative efforts of all working groups.

UNEP, as the GEF Implementing Agency
for the project, would be consulted on all aspects
during the execution of the project, it will be fully
informed of all activities and invited to actively
participate in all technical and policy workshops
related to the project, so that it can provide useful
inputs and contributions to ensure the successful
implementation of the project. Technical support
from other national, regional or international
organizations and consultants will also be sought
where and when necessary and appropriate. Special
attention will be given to vulnerable and adaptation
and mitigation tools and methodologies.

20. Myanmar’s Second National
Communication to the UNFCCC’ document would
be complied edited and prepared. under the
coordination of the PMT and NFP. It will involve all
members of the working groups, each of which (with
the supports from consultants), will prepare the
relevant sections/chapters of the SNC. The proposed
structure of the SNC is as follows:

Executive Summary (not more than 10
pages)

Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 2: National Circumstance

Chapter 3: GHG Inventories

Chapter 4: Programmes containing

measures to facilitate adequate adaptation

to climate change

Chapter 5: Programmes containing
measures to mitigate climate change

Chapter 6: Other information considered

relevant to the achievement of objective of

the Convention (Development and transfer
of environmentally sound technologies;

Research and Systematic Observation;

Capacity Building including Education,

Training and Public Awareness; Information

Sharing and Networking)

Chapter 7: Constraints and Gaps, and

Related Financial, Technical and Capacity

In this section, the information provided will Needs.
cover needs, constraints and gaps activities related
BT 00 T
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- A Handbook of the Forest Producis of Burma.

Alex.Rodger. Conservator of Forests. Research and
Working Plans Circle, Burma. Second Revised Edition,

1963,

- Textbook of Wood Technology. A.J. Panshin and C. de
Zeeuw. Mc.Graw-Hill, New York. 1970

- African Gabon Ebony -Blackest Color Ever! - Cook
Woods.https://www.cook woods.com / blogs.

- How to ebonize wood - Wood Magazine. htips://
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SOME MISCELLANEOUS NOTES OF
MYINT SWE

From Previous month =

High School English Grammar and Composi-
tion

High School English Grammar and Com-
position is a well-known book in Myanmar. Itis also
one ofthe most valuable books on English Gram-
mar in the world. It is an ideal study material for the
students who are learning English language and its
usage. As far as [ know, it was firstly published in
1935 and reprinted in 1957.

Nowadays, most of the educated persons
seem to forget about this book. When I was school-
ing my father bought this book for me. I well keep
this book on my bookshelf until now for the pur-
pose of easy reference and continuous study of En-
glish Grammar. It was written by P. C. Wren and H.
Martin. Both authors got the degree of M. A. from
the University of Oxford. They were highly well-
known English grammarians. Needless to say, they
were the foremost pioneers of English Grammar.
Firstly, Mr.Wren all alone wrote High School En-
glish Grammar. After that Mr. Wren and Mr. Martin
joined together to write High School English Com-
position. Finally, they published High School English
Grammar and Composition by combining the above-
mentioned two books. This book occupied the fore-
most place among the textbooks of English Gram-
mar. In the past, this book was largely used in
schools to teach English Grammar to the students in
Myanmar.

When I was a student, I had to study a lot
this book. Because of this book or the gratitude of
Mr. Wren and Mr. Martin, [ became fairly proficient
in English. That is why I could attend to successfully
complete the Computer Programming Course con-
ducted by Commonwealth Forestry Institute which
is under the management of the University of Ox-
ford. Also, during my stay in Oxford I could com-
municate and deal with
my teachers and classmates as well. Due to this I

o

Myint Swe (1975)

would like to say that | highly appreciate the marvel-
ous benevolence of Mr. Wren and Mr. Martin. In
addition to this, we have to record this book in the
history of teaching English Grammar in Myanmar.
We should keep this book not only in the Central
Library of Yangon but also the school libraries
throughout Myanmar.

With regard to English proficiency there
might be so many different views. My point of view
is that English proficiency is an ability which has to
be cultivated through continuous study, patience and
perseverance. These are three main keys to be pro-
ficient in English.

Lastly, I will always remember the greatest
effort of Mr. Wren and Mr. Martin and their major
contribution towards English proficiency of Myanmar
students. Moreover, I greatly appreciate those teach-
ers who taught me English grammar by using this
book as a handbook.

The Great Wall of China

As you know, the Great Wall of China is
one of the wonders of the world. Even though itis a
wonderful place, everyone cannot afford to visit
there. On my opinion, only those persons having
much opportunity can visit there. To explain about
the Great Wall briefly, it was built over centuries by
China"'s emperors to protect their territory.
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It was continuously built from the 3rd century BC to
the 17th century AD on the northern border of the
country with a total length of more than 21,196
kilometres (13,171 miles). Construction of the Great
Wall lasted for more than 2,000 years. Needless
tosay, it is one of the priceless prides of China.

Although I have ever heard about the Great
Wall of China for so many times, I have never been
to there before. However, I fortunately had got a
chance to visit there on the last day of the seminar on
Broadening, Harmonization and Inter-sectoral Inte-
gration of National Forest Inventories in Asia-Pa-
cific Region. This seminar was held in the City of
Beijing, China from 26th to 31st of March, 2007.
This was my first trip to China as well as my first visit
to the Great Wall.

In September of 2008, U Maung Maung
Htwe and U Myint Swe were nominated to attend
the International Symposium on Sustainable Forest
Management which was held in Beijing, China. This
symposium lasted for 3 days starting from 25th to
27th of September.

In the middle photograph, the gentleman
standing on my right is U Maung Maung Htwe, a
retired Director of Forest Department. He gradu-
ated in Forestry in 1972. He always stood first from
the first year to the final year. As for me, I got For-
estry degree in 1975. Like him, [ ever stood first in
my class every year. In Myanmar, I had ever met
him at the meetings for about three or four times. In
addition to this, we had no chance to make some-
one photograph us in Myanmar. Luckily, we had got
a chance to visit the Great Wall on the last day of the
symposium, and one delegate took a photograph us
in front of the monument of the Great Wall. Proudly
speaking, this was my second visit to the Great Wall.
In actual fact, this was our unforgettable or memo-

rable event in China. o e G
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Cherry,Wild Himalayan Cherry, Bird Chrerry,Sour
Cherry,Dwarf Cherry, Deciduous Cherry.
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Prunus cerasoides D. Don Syn.

Prunus puddum Roxb.

ofzqé: 1 Rosaceae

g 1 Prunus

of:805 n cerasoides 020503 [96[eqoopS
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ML o1 ndeun: a8:a8:08  Apricot, Prunus  armeniaca.

~. i qlusgl:&oﬁ Sweet Cherry, Prunus avium.

o1 obw§8:0€  Damson, Prunus  dulcis.

r
s qb:8:8:08 Peach, Prunus persica.
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