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Bamboo, which is well known as the poor
man s timber is the most versatile forest product
and as some people praised crude oil as black gold,
rubber as white gold, teak as yellow gold, bamboo
can also be depicted as green gold. The production
of bamboo is far below the exploitable amount of
bamboo annual allowable cut (AAC) and there is
excessive number of bamboos in Myanmar then the
amount required for the country that, some means
and ways of utilization of excessive bamboos should
be sought out and lump sum industrial utilization with
advanced technology could be the solution.

Myanmar is rich in bamboo resources which
is an important commaodity of forest resources which
occupy almost 50% of the country land area.
Bamboo grow abundantly (178,000 sq.km+)
throughout the country either mixed with tree species
or in pure stands. Kayinwa (Melocana
bamboosoides) occurs in pure stands in Rakhine
State covering about (8,000) sq.km. Considerable
size of pure stands is also present in Taninthayi
Division, but in Bago Division, bamboo is found
generally as an under story of the natural high forest
of upper and lower mixed deciduous forests. It grows
large in moist deciduous forest and large growth of
bamboo indicated the fertile soil of the forest.
Bamboos vary from one species to another and also
their inhabitants are different. Different bamboo
species has distinctive types of forest that occurs.
Dry forests are characterized by Hmyin
(Dendrocalamus strictus) where as in Bago Yoma
area, moist upper mixed deciduous by Kyathaung
wa (Bambusa polymorpha) and in the northern
Myanmar, it is Wabomyet sangye (Dendrocalamus
hamiltonii) takes place.

According to the figures of the Directorate
of Border Trade, raw bamboo culms are exported
to Bangladesh via Maungtaw border check point,

in Myanmar

By

U Sein Thet, Director (Retired)

earning US$. Myanmar exports a variety of bamboo
products by normal trade. The export of bamboo
products from Myanmar basically includes bamboo
charcoal, bamboo chopsticks/flower sticks, bamboo
hats, bamboo culms, bamboo shoot and bamboo
split (bamboo parquet, bamboo split, etc.). The
demand from the major export destination countries,
such as Singapore and Hong Kong, has remarkably
decreased. The decline of the number of chop stick
manufacturing factories in Myanmar is one of the
causes. According to the manufacturers and the
exporters, a huge amount of bamboo flower stick
was shipped to the United States. Manufacturing and
export of bamboo parquet has been undertaken by
one business group only.

Myanmar has rich bamboo resources and
long history of bamboo processing and utilization.
Bamboo products are mostly made by hand.
Bamboo processing and utilization is a tradition in
Myanmar. It can be traced back to thousands of
years ago. In terms of skills, they have traditional
skills, handed down by master apprentice from
generation to generation. They work individually and
involving the parents and children of a household for
production, but labor is considered as one. The only
tool available is self-fabricated knife. In Myanmar, it
could be grouped into the following five main product
groups of traditional bamboo processing techniques
and products.

(a) Crude Bamboo Products

(b) Bamboo Building and Bridges

(c) Bamboo Furniture

(d) Bamboo Weavings

(e) Food (Bamboo Shoot) Production

According to the market information, Japan
places order for conical hats with wide brim made
in Zegon Township in Bago Division. Bamboo
conical hats with wide brim are made in Mong
Naung, Mong Ne and Linnkhay townships in Shan
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State (South), applying the methods from Thailand.
The propysF @e f¥peEsdop Fhaidave thipweh
border trade. Bamboo hats were exported to the
United States and Hungary at present, bamboo hats
from Ngathaingchaung Township are making their
way to Thailand and appeared in Thai beaches.
According to the local people, bamboo shoot trading
in Kayin State is a major business in the rainy season.
About 90 tons of raw bamboo shoots were exported
daily to Thailand by car through Three-Pagoda Pass
and by boat along the Thaung Yin River during the
harvesting season.

Since the bamboo forests are spread out
throughout the country there are many local markets
trading a wide range of bamboo products mostly
for local markets. Some products are for use in
business and almost all of the bamboo products are
for household use and some are for use in business
in the commercial hubs. The most common products
in the cities like Yangon and Mandalay are as follows:
bamboo shoot, basket (business use), basket
(construction use), basket (household use), crab
basket, sieve (sakar), bamboo round tray (sakaw),
bamboo mat, conical hat with wide brim, bamboo
chair, bamboo wall, bamboo fence (wa-katt),
bamboo curtain and bamboo culms.

Bamboo curtains are manufactured mostly
in Yangon and Ayeyarwady Divisions. In Yangon
there are about 3 or 4 bamboo curtain
manufacturers. Sales are conducted mostly near the
Shwegonedine Intersection.

According to the retail shops in Yangon, the
sales of bamboo curtains have increased in recent
years. Peoples prefers bamboo curtain to wooden
curtain due to its reasonable price. Bamboo curtains
from Yangon are also distributed to Bagan,
Mandalay, Taunggyi and Myiek. A bamboo curtain
shop in Yangon receives regular demand from the
hotels in Bagan. Manufacturing is undertaken in the
suburb of Yangon: North Okkalar, Dagon Myothit
and Hmawbi townships. Almost all bamboo curtain
manufacturing is family business with 5 or 7 family
members. Production methods are all traditional,
handed down by generation of producers. For a
bamboo curtain producer, average monthly
production capacity is 4000 square feet. Bamboo

curtains produced in Ayeyarwady Division are, in
fact, for use in fishing operation, and also known as
rough bamboo curtains. The production is found
around Hinthada and nearby townships. Bamboo
culms shops are located in Pazuntaung, Dawpone,
Tharkayta, Dagon Myothit, Hlaing Tharyar, Insein,
Kyimyindine townships in Yangon market. The shops
along the Yangon river in Shwe Pyithar Township
are the main wholesalers of bamboo culms for
Yangon Market.

In Mandalay Market, the major bamboos
which are active in trading are Tin-wa, Waphyu, and
Thaik-wa. These bamboos flow into Mandalay
market form Katha and Htikhyint regions along
Shweli River. The use of bamboo in Mandalay is
not different from that of Yangon. The trading of
bamboo culms, in fact, depends on the situation of
construction industries on one hand and on the socio-
economic situation of the people on the other, who
depend largely on the bamboo for their housing.

Bamboo easy chairs for Yangon and nearby
markets are produced in Twante Township.
Approximately 50 bamboo easy chairs production
businesses lie in Kanbe village. Merely the traditional
production methods are used. Everyday, about 600
bamboo chairs are sent to Yangon market. For
making bamboo chair, two ordinary-size bamboos
are used. It takes about one hour to make a bamboo
chair. Bamboo chair production is also found in
Kyaikhto and Bago where Shwe-hmon-wa, Tin-wa,
Hmyin-wa and Wathabut are used.

Bamboo products souvenir shops are mostly
in Yangon. The market is rather small as local high-
class people are the only major customers for
bamboo souvenir products. According to the market
information, foreigners prefer rattan wares to
bamboo products. The sales of bamboo hats are
active. Only Japanese people and other Asian citizens
occasionally buy bamboo souvenir products. For
some products, it is necessary to add rattan. Some
bamboo souvenir shops hire permanent skilled
workers and some place order from producers from
Mingaladone Township in Yangon Region and
Ngathaingchaung Township in Ayeyarwady Region.
Bamboo Souvenir products are not only distributed
in Yangon but also to Bago, Pathein, Bagan,
Ngwesaung Beach, and Chaung Tha Beach.
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The souvenir shops in the cities could not stand by
selling ipmpoensedpsessbrapeatvdbs fipding
activities of the products made of rattan, water
hyacinth and other raw materials are more active
than that of bamboo products. Bamboo products
are very sensitive with the outbreak of bacteria and
fungus. Handmade Myanmar bamboo souvenir
products cannot compete with the machine made
Chinese and Thai products. The Chinese and Thai
products are better quality and lower price in the
international market.

Even though Myanmar enjoys a rich bamboo
resource, its development and utilization remainina
relatively back-ward condition. All bamboo products
producers indicated that they have no role in setting
prices as they are pre-set by the middlemen and
traders. They have to be happy with their minimal
income, since they need to continue producing in
order to maintain their needs and pass the time away.
Since lack of cash and capital is a problem for the
producers, they are compelled to settle for lower
prices in order to obtain daily needed cash. To them
their meager income is better than not having any
income atall.

Lack of business skills is also a constraint for income
generation of rural community. The people producing
the same kind of product that, the market easily
become saturated. In Myanmar, the local community
producers completed by hand in every aspects of
products, that it directly constraint on volume of
production and income generation potential.

Although some producers of bamboo products
receive export order, they could not provide the
required amount within the limited timeframe due to
shortage of skilled workers. On the other hand,
recruitment of permanent skilled workers could not
be possible as there is no continuous order for
export.

The establishment of huge manufacturing project of
the state level such as the Thabaung Pulp and Paper
factory leads to the shortage of raw bamboo for the
small and medium scale bamboo related product
producers. Moreover, unsystematic and
unsustainable cut of young bamboo also leads to the
gradual depletion of bamboo forest. If the necessary
enforcement is not undertaken, bamboo related rural

and business communities will encounter the shortage
of quality raw bamboo in the future. Although
bamboo shoot export via border points to Thailand
seems promising, security is the major concern in
these areas for the large-scale investors. The situation
in these areas simply compels to sell raw bamboo
shoots (fresh or boiled) to buyers on Thailand side,
who manufacture value added bamboo shoot for re-
export.

Bamboo is a plant that can be seen everywhere in
Myanmar. Bamboo is popularly used as materials,
for building, fencing, furniture, farming tools, wares,
handicrafts, fishing rafts and gears, pulp and paper
etc. Increased cultivation of bamboo in private
farmlands (Village land) and community forests can
help meet growing demands of construction materials
for ever increasing population and also generate
income for local people. In Myanmar early harvest
is a problem in terms of re-growth of natural stand.
The appropriate harvesting time is also one of the
factors contributing to deterioration by insect and
fungi. Matured bamboo harvesting during winter will
have less starch and low moisture content that helps
resist the insect and fungal attacks. In order to
compete in the international market, advanced
technology for bamboo products processing is
required. For penetrating into the international market
advanced technology can be achieved through foreign
investor, and for foreign investment particularly from
China, Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand could be
possible.
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