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Climate Change and People Perception in Myanmar

By

U Sein Thet, B.Sc(For), M.Sc(ANU), MIFA.

Director (Retired), Ex-Chairman, FREDA

The problem of climate change such as
global warming is a critical intcrnational issuc
concerned not only for developed countries but also
for developing countries. It is widely accepted that
the main cause of climate change is the rapid increasc
of greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions in recent
decades. Deforestation accounts 17% of global
GHG cmissions. Partics of UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (1UNFCCC) have
adopted the agenda of Reducing L:missions from
Deforestation and torest Degradation (REDD). The
COP adopted a decision that the developing
countnes’ capacity for REDD | should be developed
turther in order for the REDD+ scheme to operate
effectively. REDD-Plus is a major component ofthe
National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA).
Various international NGOs and Civil Socicty
Grroups have become closely involved in piloting
outreach activities for the REDD-Plus readiness
phasc.

[n Myanmar. Forestry Sector strategies with
the purpose of mitigating world chimate changes have
the potential to provide the several multi-benefits
including biediversity conservation, carbon
sequestration and sustainable rural development.
Bascd on available assessment which is very limited
in Myanmar and observed changes, it appears that
Myanmar will face advance effects arising from
climate change and extreme cvents in the future.
Myanmar is also aware of REDD-Plus as a
mechanism to create an incentive for developing
countries to protect better manage and wiscly use
their forest resource, contributing to the global fight
agaimst chmate change. REDD-Plus is a cutting-edge
torestry initiative that aims at tipping the cconomic
balance in fabour of sustainable management of
forests so that their formidable economic,
cnvironmental and social goods and services benefits

countries, communities, biodiversity and forestry
users which also contributing to important reductions
in greenhouse gas cmissions.

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar is
still endowed with high forest cover at47 percent of
the total land arcas of 676,579 kny’ one of the highest
in the Asia Pacific Region. However, the average
annual loss of 372,000 ha of forest during 1990-
2010 gives the country to be one of countries with
highest rate of deforestation in ASEAN region
(FAO, FRA, 2010). According to the past
asscssments, the forest cover of the country has
decreased continuously from 65.8% to 58.7% of
the total land area between 1952 and 1989 _ In the
ncxt cight years period, starting from 1989 to 1997,
the forest area had markedly dropped with the highest
average annual deforestation rte of (-0.80) percent
of total land arca by being destroyed 538, 780 ha
annually equalling (- 10.9 percent) chance of total
forest. 1t shows that rate of deforestation between
1989 and 1997 was five times higher than that of
before 1989. The forest area of 309,500 ha had
decreased unnually at (-0 46 percent) change oftotal
forest between 1998 and 2006. As an overall forest
cover change during thirty-one years from 1975 to
2006, the average of 264,010 ha of forest cover
had annually loss at average annual deforestation rate
of (0.39 percent) of total land. resulting (-19.8
percent) change of total forest. The total forest cover
has declined gradually from 58% i1 1990t0 47% in
2010 In close looking at total forest, the closed
forests have markedly declined, from 46% of total
land arca in 1990 to just 20% in 2010, with an
obvious corresponding increase in open forests from
12% 1n 1990 t0 27% in 201 0. It means that both of
the quantity and quality of the forest has degraded
seriously during decades from 1990 to 2010.
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Local people have been trying Lo respond
to the climate change effects by applying their
traditional knowledge and sometimes following
climate change strategies. In the past decades,
communities have experienced severe storms and
cyclone and pecople came to understand the
advantages of the existence of the vast areas of
mangrove forests that protect them form disasters.
The majority of the respondents belicve that the
existence of forests can prevent climate-related risks
and enhance the resilience of the community and
therefore, they chose the planting more trees options
as for both mitigation and adaptation measures and
traditional knowledge was identified as an external
influential factor to climatc change perception.

Aung Thu Han (2019) studied. the public
perception of climate change in Labutta township &
Aycyarwaddy Region by identifying the following
aspects: understanding of the phrase of climate
change, perception about the main causes of climate
change and its impacts, pereeption about government
efforts to act in response to climate change and the
study also identify the influential factors on public
perception of climate change. Most of the
respondents from both raral and urban areas are
aware ol climale change and weather patterns change
and the term *‘climate change” is well-known within
their societies. The study highlights the wide-ranging
ol public understanding and awareness ol the causes
of climate change and related impacts. Some people
assumed that climate change is identical with
changing raimnfall pattern, many imagine climate
change as storm/cyclone, higher temperature, or
flood. The study reveals that public perception of
government elforts in response to climate change is
not high although one of the pilot projects on climate
change was implemented in Labutta township and
due Lo the pilot project, some adaptation actions
including building embankment and cvclone shelters
in coastal areas, construction and renovation water
and drainage channels, and awareness raising
programs were undertaken within township.

He concluded that the government should
make elTorts into notonly implement adopled climate
change strategies and master plans but also publicizing

"2

P el

the current actions, vision, and mission through the
social media to make people aware of the
govermment assistance, roles and responsibilities and
promole their confidence to government ellorts Lo
act in response to climate change. The study also
suggests to strengthen the public awareness of
climate-related risk al work and need 1o reduce
exposure (o extreme weather condition and improve
current prevention methods. Furthermore,
awareness raising programs and educational training
should be implemented with a focus on especially
young and old workers with uneducated or low levels
oleducation at work.

GHG emission mitigation in agriculture can
be affected through (1) mitigation of CO, cmissions
[rom crop lands, biomass, crop residues and by-
products, (i1) mitigation of CH, emission through
fertilizer management, and (iii) mitigation of NO,
emissions [rom agricultural soils through the use by
developing organic tarming,. Forestry mitigation
measures include forest protection, afforestation, and
relorestation, improvement of tree species and
stands, natural regeneration, conservation of natural
forests, community forestry, agroforestry, and use
ol forest products on sustained basis. Tn [orestry
sector, the mitigation strategies include mamstreaming
climate change concerns into forest policy and
legislations, improved forest management, habitat
management for wildlife and wild plants, forest
protection and reduced firewood cutting, Promoting
carbon trading is also a promising mitigation strategy.
1t 15 to be fostered communication between fosters,
water professionals, decision makers and the public
to achieve Sustainable Forest Management (SFM).
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