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An Old Forester Looks Back. (23) — Forestry Two Decades
Agoin Myanmar

By
U Sein Thet, B.S¢ (For), M.Sc (ANU), MIFA.
Director (Retired), Ex-Chairman, FREDA.

The Union of Myanmar is geographically
located in Southeast Asia between latitudes 9U32 “N
and 28U31 N and longitudes 92U10° Eand 101011~
E. Myanmar is bordered on the north and northeast
by China, on the east and southeast by Laos and
Thailand, on the south by the Andaman Sea and the
Bay of Bengal and on the west by Bangladesh and
India.

The total area of Myanmar is 676,577 km”.
It stretches for 936 km from east to west and 2,051
km from north to south.

Forests are the sources of many of the goods
and services used by human beings. They play a vital
role in moderating the environment and are the stores
of'the genetic diversity.

Myanmar is endowed with a rich diversity
of habitat types arising largely from its unusual
ecological diversity. More than 50% of the country’s
total land areas was still covered with natural forests.
Myanmar has been protecting and conserving its
diverse biological resources on a sustainable basis.

There has been a shift of emphasis in forest
management from the sustained yield of timber to
the concept of sustainability to include all of the goods
and services provided by the forest.

Myanmar’s initiatives towards SFM include
development of criteria and indicators for SFM,
development and implementation of model forests,
timber certification process, and the national code of
forest harvesting practice. Myanmar has indicated
its commitment to the sustainable development of
natural resources and environment by ratifying or
acceding to the several environmental-related
international conventions and signing the
agreements.

Myanmar is also faced with
deforestation and forest degradation issues
due to ecologically unstable farming
practices such as shifting cultivation,
increasing population, and ever-rising

demand for forest lands and products.

Participatory forest management has approved to be
an approach with significant potential to address the
above problems and issues.

The forest resource assessment (FRA - 2000)
conducted by the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAQO) in cooperation with the Forest Department
(FD) of Myanmar has indicated that Myanmar is still
endowed with a forest covered area of 52% of the
country’s total land area of 676,577 km?, one of the
highest in the Asia-Pacific Region. Closed forests
(i.e., good forests) account for 37.4% while open
forests constitute 14.9%.

Eight major forest types in Myanmar and their
respective areas were as follow: -

Status of Major Forest Types in 2002

Types of forest % of total
forest area

- Total Forest Area

. Reserved Forests
. Pubic Protected Forests
. Protected Areas System

Unclassified Forest Area

1,

2.
3,
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Tidal Forest
Beach and Dune Forest 13,7
Swamp Forest

Tropical Evergreen Forest

Mixed Deciduous Forest

Dry Forest

Deciduous Indaing (Dipterocarps) Forest

55,004
134,068
34,377
17,187
89,378
9,983
153,747

Hill and Temperature Evergreen Forest
Fallow Land

MR oe S ¥

100

The status of permanent forest estate (PFE)
in 2002 is shown in Table-6. In Myanmar, reserved
forests (RF), protected public forests (PPE) and
protected areas system (PAS) constitute PFE. Both
PFE and PPE enjoy almost equal status under the
1992 Myanma Forest Law.

Status of PFE in Myanmar in 2002

Category Area (km") Percent of land area

Permanent Forest Estate

173,739 25.68 %
114,995 17.00 %
26,799 3.96 %
31,945 4.72%
180,008 26.60 %
353,747 52,28 %
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Myanmar Selection System, or MSS in short,
has been the principal forest management system
applied in managing the natural forests in Myanmar
since 1856. It involves formation of felling series, each
of which is divided into 30 annual coupes based on
equal productivity and more or less the same size over
a period of 30-year felling cycle.

MTE is the sole institution taking charge of
timber harvesting, which is carried out within the
bounds of AACs prescribed in the 10-year district
forest management plans. The concept of timber
harvesting has changed from just a practice of felling
and extraction of timber to that of silvicultural
operation supporting the growth of forests and
improvement and upkeep of genetic diversity.

Myanmar has a high potential for increased
lesser-used species (LUS) harvesting and utilization.
More than 400 timber species are growing in the
natural forests of Myanmar. However, a few species
are being harvested at a commercial scale.

Given the increased scarcity of timber
species, Myanmar has been promoting the potential
use of LUS. Scientific information of 54 selected LUS
was documented by FD in cooperation with ITTO.

Tissue culture has become one of the key
elements in the successful promotion of plantation
forestry. Planting materials need not only be of
adequate supply but also high quality. In this context,
tissue culture is an important solution. In July 2002,
the first batch of teak plants have been field planted
and these plants ae being observed growing with good
health and performance. However, this achievement
is still at the experimental stage and it is an indication
of high potential for further progress.

Accomplishments made by DZGD up to 2001
are as follow: -

Sr. Major Tasks .ﬁcmmpiishmnt
No.
1.  Establishment of Forest Plantations 53,739 ha
2.  Protection of Remnant Natural Forests 245,622 ha
3. Promaotion of Wood fuel Substitutions
{1) Distribution of Improved Cooking Stoves 271,821 nos.
{2) Distribution of Briguettes (million) 42,750 nos.
4.  Water Resources Development
{1} Construction of Small Ponds 720 nos.

{2} Construction of Tube Wells 38 nos,
{3) Canstruction of Check Dams 555 nos.

DZGD has also been placing a greater
emphasis on the greening of mountain ranges which
are of critically importance in terms of ameliorating
the micro-climatic conditions and restoring the

degraded uphill forests. Special projects for greening

Jo e

the mountain ranges have been drawn up and
implemented. DZGD has intensified greening
activities in some 14 mountain ranges.

Uptill the end 0f 2003, 27 wildlife sanctuaries
and six national parks, constituting about 4.2% (30,000
km?) have been formed and managed. Myanmar has
intended to increase PAS coverage up to 10% ofits
total land area in the long run. The Wildlife ad Nature
Conservation Division of FD is promoting PAS
throughout the country.

FD has issued Community Forestry
Instructions (CFI) in 1995 so as to develop community
forests in Myanmar. CFI allows local communities to
involve in protection, conservation and restoration of
forests, particularly in the vicinities of their settlements.
CF1provides a 30-year land use and the ownership
rights and disposal of products from community forest
under the guidance of FD. So far, some 26,700 ha.
(66,000 acres) have been formed. By the end of 30-
year national forest programmes, nearly 300,000 ha.
(730,000 acres) and about 48,500 ha. (120,000 acres)
will have been established by FD and DZGD
respectively.

Herbal and medicinal plants which are
common in natural forests are now getting into the
mainstream of Myanmar Forestry. So far, seven
gardens have been established and herbal and
medicinal plants are being collected from different
parts of the country. More than 300 species have been
collected and tended in these seven gardens. Further,
permanent forest nurseries collect locally significant
herbal and medicinal plants. Myanmar hosted the Third
Meeting of ASEAN Experts Group on Herbal and
Medicinal Plants in Yangon in July 2000.

National Forest Master Plan for the entire
forest sector of the country and Integrated Plan for
Greening the Dry Zone of Central Myanmar have
been formulated. Both are long-term thirty-year plans
covering a period from 2001-02 to 2030-31.

Myanmar Forestry has entered the new
millennium with strong determination to achieve SFM.
It recognizes the importance of multi-displinary
approach in realizing the objective. Being a timber
producer member of ITTO, timber harvesting remains
a key component in natural forest management. On
the other hand, reafforestation of denuded areas and
restoration of degraded forests through the
establishment of forest plantations and natural means
are increasingly becoming significant for both
environmental conservation and productivity.
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é -méc\saﬂuél Golden shower tree,Golden rain tree,
Purging cassia, Indian laburnum,
Yelow laburnum,

a3gseepdn  Cassia fistula L.

f:qéa  gegu€oupd wabmslm Caesalpiniaceae

e.ﬂ:q&:oaé :5]05@: wgyesl Fabaceae aﬂ:q@:§ Slo&aupSe

o1 Cassia
off:8051 Fistula 0? Eﬁﬁmél
95:&ﬂ:¢?§ So€ean mﬁo&qa::]n—

on [gpSo§:pSj0é Glaucous cassia, Cassia glauca.

pgedofioé  Horse cassia or Pinkshower, Cassia grandis.

o ¢ob8 Red cassia, Cassia marginata.

g 3u3feoé  False sicklepod, Cassia multijuga.

o gobo(¢a8608) Pink cassia, Pinkshower, White cassia., Cassia nodosa.
G seeSoé Siamese cassia, Cassia siamea.

q ogrencoé  Calceolaria cassia, Cassia spectabilis.

o1 comeeedoé Wild cassia, Cassia timoriensis. o503 [qé[erqo0p5e
egyeha [5p)




