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An Old Forester Looks Back. Thirteen — FREDA, Forestry Sector
(NGO)

U Sein Thet, B.Sc (For), M.Sc (ANU), MIFA.
Director (Retired), Ex-Chairman, FREDA.

Myanmar is the largest country in mainland
South-East Asia with a total land area of 676,577
sq km, and a population of 55 million. Its long
coastline of about 2,000 km covers almost the entire
east coast of the Bay of Bengal. Being a heavy rainfall
country, floods occur regularly during the mid-
monsoon period (June to August) in areas traversed
by rivers or large streams. The country is also prone
to cyclones, landslides, earthquakes, and drought.
The category 3 Cyclone Nargis struck Myanmar
on 2 and 3 May 2008, making landfall in the
Ayeyarwady Region approximately 250 km
southwest of Yangon, and affecting more than 50
townships, mainly in Yangon and Ayeyarwady
Regions including Yangon, the country’s largest city.
With wind speeds of up to 200 km/h accompanied
by heavy rain, the damage was most severe in the
Delta region where the effects of the extreme winds
were compounded by a 12-foot (3.6 meter) storm
surge. Nargis was the worst natural disaster in the
history of Myanmar, and the most devastating
cyclone to strike Asia since 1991.

Myanmar is exposed to a range hazard,
including floods, cyclone, earthquakes, landslides,
and tsunamis. Myanmar rests on a major earthquake
belt and is subject to small earthquakes on a regular
basis. Mountainous areas are prone to landslides.
Predictions indicate that water-related disasters will
be exacerbated by climate change and
environmental degradation. Floods and droughts are
expected to become more frequent and intense.
Temperatures, rainfall, and runoft are likely to
increase; extreme rainfall will become more frequent;
and dry periods during the monsoon season may

___

occur. All these changes will lead to augmented
economic losses particularly in eh agricultural sector.
Natural hazards in Myanmar are accompanied by
high economic costs and social consequences.

National Adaptation Programmes for Action
(NAPA) makes the following climate change
projections for Myanmar:

e (General Increase in temperature across the
whole country, particularly from December
to May, with the central and northem regions
experiencing greatest increase

* Increase in clear sky days, exacerbating
drought periods

e Increase in rainfall vaniability during the rainy
season, including an increase across the
whole country from March to November
(particularly in northern Myanmar), and a
decrease in the risk of flooding resulting from
late onset and early withdrawal of monsoon

events

¢ Increase in the occurrence and intensity of
extreme weather events, including cyclones/
strong winds, flood/storm surge, intense
rains, extreme high temperatures, and
drought.

The people of the Delta area primarily
farmers, fishermen and laborers, with a smaller
proportion engaged in service industries and as
traders. Approximately 50-60 percent of families in
the Delta are engaged in agriculture. Overtime, there
has been an intensification of agriculture in the Delta
region, facilitated by ample water, relatively fertile

-
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soils, and rich aquatic life. Increases in production
led to the spread of small businesses and traders.
Some villagers are also craftsmen, including boat
builders and carpenters. Estimates from several
townships showed more than half'the population as
being landless landlessness is particularly high in
labuttta and there is therefore a high proportion of
people engaged in fishing. Overall, in the Delta, 32
percent of the landless work in agriculture as rebters/
sharecoppers, agricultural workers, or seasonal
agricultural workers, a figure above the 26 percent
national average. The other two-thirds worked in
other sectors including fisheries, salt production,
trade, and transportation. The landless are more likely
to be poor in the Delta region than elsewhere: 44
percent of the landless live below the government
poverty line, compared with 33 percent nationally.
Ofthe “poor™ in the Delta, 31 percent were landless,
with the “very poor” were almost landless 85 percent.

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar is
rich in human and natural resources, and estimated
70 percent of the population of 55 million lives in
rural areas and 75 percent of the population depends
on agriculture. Government efforts in infrastructure,
agriculture, forestry, health and education in the past
50 years have provided a base for further
development.

Agriculture development is now constrained
by a number of factors such as:

< difficulties of access to markets;

% low productivity due to shortage of inputs,
including poor planting materials and crop
protection and limited fertilizers;

%+ declining soil fertility due to shortage of

fertilizers and the practices of shifting

cultivations;

<+ very limited improved crops and

<+ limited capacity of departmental supply of
extension services and inputs.

B
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Forest vegetation exerts a significant
influence on the development of properties of soils
through deep-rooted uptake and redeposition of
nutrients in its litter, leaching of bases from the mineral
soil by acid products of decomposition, changes in
soil moisture regimes by transpiration and by the
action of its fauna and micro-organisms. Forest
formation in Myanmar is largely determined climate,
while local site conditions (i.e., productivity and
species composition) are largely determined by soil
properties.

To promote crop production, livestock
husbandry and forestry which are three closely and
inseparably integrated components of the farming
systems; with various demonstration to the local
communities for the sustainable benefits through
appropriate farming systems and links between
community-based participants and government

Services,

Special Consideration for Development
need to be designed to enhance the following points
ofdevelopment: -

+« Improvementof shifting cultivation (Taungya)
which is the slash and burn system of
cultivation, by the introduction of
appropriate agri-silvicultural conservation
measures.

% To restore ecological equilibrium by
rehabilitation of degraded areas with

artificial and natural regeneration of forests.

“* To develop an integrated agricultural
management system for the farmers through
technical cooperation with UN system
(UNDP, UNEP) and Cooperation with
INGOs and NGOs.

Forest Resource Environment Development
and Conservation Association (FREDA) is anon-
political, non-profit and non-govemment organization
in the forestry sector of Myanmar. Its strength is
experience, dedication and dynamism. Registered
in 1996, FREDA is currently composed of (552)

_ 1
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members, comprising foresters, botanists,
agronomists, zoologists, veterinary scientist, hydro-
geologists, engineers, timber businessmen,
journalists, artists, etc., Membership is open to any
citizen of Myanmar over the age of 18, except those
in active government service. The Vision of FREDA
is to regulate climate change and environmental
deterioration through active participation of local
community in sustainable forest management, proper
land use practice and community development. The
Mission is to promote participation and partnership
n

¢ Sustainable forest management

e Natural environment conservation

o Wildlife protection

e  (Grossroot level community development

¢ Human resource development

e Disaster risk reduction and sustainable land

use
FREDA was founded by retired forest
officials in 1995 with a principle of Non-political,
Non-profit and Non-government Organization.
FREDA has been constituted mainly to participate
and promote in building a green, pleasant,
modernized and fully developed new State. In the
initial stage, all of the founders worked voluntarily
without any salary and facility in the fields of
environmental conservation, reforestation, wildlife
protection and community development. Since 2008,
due to the occurrence of natural disasters frequently
in Myanmar, FREDA is also participating in the
emergency relief programme, rehabilitation,
community development and food security activities
under the context of disaster risk reduction and

climate change.

As FREDA is collaborating and participating
with the Union Government in conservation of forests
rehabilitation of mangrove forests, protection of
biodiversity, reduction of disaster risk and
rehabilitation of the degraded ecosystem, FREDA

___ I
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has been awarded an Honorary Certificate of the
Union President, Government of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar in July 2013. In this regard,
FREDA is heartily grateful to all International and
National NGOs for their financial and technical
assistance and the communities and the local
authorities in the project areas for their active

participation and effective cooperation.

As a gesture of cooperation, FREDA has
participated in all forms of meetings, seminars and
workshops related to the implementation of SFM.
It has presented some technical papers in the area
of sustainable forest management and timber
certification. Community plantations were established
with mangrove species in some parts of Pyindaye
reserved forest. Ayeyarwady delta where natural
mangrove forests were depleted due to
encroachment by some farmers for rice cultivation.
Since the farmers have to abandon their rice fields
after some years due to intrusion of salt water and
acid sulphate from below, the only approach to
address the issue is to restore the mangrove forests
by the community under the Community Forestry
Instruction (CFI) of the forestry authorities.
Extension activities for increased awareness,
technology transfer and material support were
undertaken by FREDA with the co-operation of
ACTMANG of Japan, DKH and EED of Germany
and the participation of local community under the
Mangrove Reforestation Project.

The Organization of FREDA included the
1 5-member Central Committee (CC), approved at
an appropriate General Assembly fora term of three
year governs FREDA. The CC forms the Executive
Committee, consisting of CC members including
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, General Secretary,
Finance Secretary and Internal Auditor, to oversee
day-day operations. Field and office activities are
implemented by the members recruited for specific
assignments.

oogodgo (55)a5 >

. -



\\’ e e JoJR - cum

S e ) (TR

00nEonpbeaontdod coddfrdpuypdum (Bg)em ﬁgjgﬁo%x@: deslé
e320 ([g§uo8Ee) o€ anbeomenunogdypaan 505988a09)5[¢E:
w%ﬁé&%a (FD-APFNet Integraetd Forest Ecosystem Manage-
ment Project) 6 scooncbedg ce028godfaéieddoodtn jo jo ||
988 motorgligp: commdupecoonglicdobigmasg godlgod
cqpegreomsé  comefgrodeommdierenergao§oionddjigp:
eepesnediodeepodesilonudi 0ddjiedll: 090 jffd: s280neandut
& oopoldjse (Dipterocarpus) 20ddjsgp: seqpadiedodeepoifte
2066000)6000055s  00EmpSeanntod opqe 98dmMoPSion
Bohdjsoonoizanofaqpeaopds  do€dlonudi
Dyck ooddjsbpogpd (Dyck Arboretum) of sacedm§8ee
Hesston College 32§:§ cnenclgfiis apoomgpisonhgudecd djseo
gew:qs pdesigods Evie Dyck e8:confdo opeo 98600 oot
0opBe00nEd0loopbisaadd] coddj:dpugppel 33¢0E0poigtondBion-
“esoodiqfs cobcomondolecy Sobdjsepen egepaBelgrod
699,0700[g|pcB§:038:88gum 3qSemeqyBioieacgad i |
o efonueme? B§:B&icoteqpaddbug qgSeeontgrd
q$ Be28donddi esoodjqooddjigpig poypBondec’ deud
[8€:mg0p200m @Supgdlocd qodapplloadnboacd godgd:
0083lonpd: apoorgrewachaln eyl du esons oigpaBunonpd
§od codeomandull gudlgodoenyd opianigobecieagad of
socBe[godecamadlecdn saglen 008o0cd  =a8inc0pS:
2033 :8icopadaopds wodonbionéedleds”
0 e3a0g]eals 20oM0coMeoNEgaticopad KB838i(gjecimadlyn
mé%&:ﬁé:m-’méﬂ} S’qunsﬁ:tpzf’? Gm’)(ﬁ@@@:@ﬁgmjzdm(ﬁ"
agfeckplggiod codeomapeoncnggrs coddjipuypiom
S1epo8ealql =& =038 b beos §d oc) o
[PBro€ecdapa gubolapa [godulepg comfusiecigp: sadlaol
ao2cd: 86:86:885000000pdlonddn cjelgrEondecgpad  Bieod:
egoeqBadmaopd: comenggzecpnd 83maoniolendlonddi g
eapodg§encon 86:86:88aCoptimnes cobgodeogelgeaB: §iod
oozelgroheag comsaled @a0géelgaéiamndlonddn eonnadn? [vod

B




Wosterrams

cogpadeaddde: cobgobefgaaal [gpbodaf opq

{g8loncdn s38cPeadfen gdsapdaden [g1f
SleqpEiofrapiol [(Eqodmfndecng wapopel
coCoox03 efgoheny e5opeoyeopds ago€add
200§ offopmesdlonnad $o2:8dooudn el
c§0} :aoa0Eaicomudigdm BRI gleo
ooé[gg€dlondSi

JoJo 2§8ogt eagedo) copcng
%29 208efsppoqpBody sE@Eed moteq (JBg)
o€eope§ edlodeepodesdlonudi sagpiem =o€
Qsnodn eqooelg o§slufeops eepesnedod
cepodesilonddn 22€[m3E: 3§ 32d sdf:depen
0ddjsppogpdadercdlodesod  maEmEoéeogm
6oR.qEo6coH ZagPiem 3aclo€eogdli agEapoo
3 magecmeopmaopS: obdiiopdonshn sauleoy
ofgocny soqorgiRacyh socbe RS
qdlooudi 0o8a3s€onediBaogpiogé =&ty
givp/grroobupigbaaoy magrmglape Segemnt
[3€cog.qdlondbi

m€mlofigion maEMmEosicoy cocosm
soglepdy> Ry conaf BfEods
@Qm&cu%m@m? q&a&u%%ﬁp:a@édmﬁﬁ“

qfodbofiy qlectich: § qlecbacoslfl:
§6js§Sloocdn coddrpuapodercopqod 3208
cogmeon :fgEeo g co mes 20 cumados
q€adbecnto€qpisddlonudi cgfagiodon aduod
cooseo0indEieonscantecnieopepigy  LEQIEup0d
By oo o
conomdn sof [
cdlodzagudecos
B eznHefg i
¢ 240> =34 S
% ccpayrs AN
Gloocln 206djs S —— Ll
$pugppoden q&a-:ﬁcmasaoﬁ col: goemyp 9§
§looudu

gCodepaBneon cueuidlgrosem$ wod
o 30p80pEdooddn  g&dlogn  safgeepEd
A oSoepbeirb s opboiom
cSogocplc) opbxdonn Seepbolify ogeh

___

PR - om0

09080y  oMeomdeagpad  comeomEmdy
cd:Begad| eodlonudi

80Ecd:365637EQER:  0oBoSEad
seolieqmbeqp  curoondloodd  codeoruds
saelopEs eqpooneudlg[olo) social media cogad
spgregegadoimpdleon qfadbecnid, mgm
mdeomadin egieof: o[hS[Blodusiaden
q€ocBuicopBidlonud o3  efgnoonidlondSi

53’;9:?{0$ BBC News q’:mﬁ@m‘):oﬁ}
Beomofoo[h$geqoontadt{ipSeannt:dligncopds
w[Sossmlgd 8eomnadhol jo epeeacien 38
adconfmieud  “eqrm edmygPeoged GoRq0d
m@%u%;m Q_EQUSI Meo300) u$=c;03@56|
ud’'cd  eqrooneudgoondlonudi

spBpope[picdggtaacy ofgdapadyps
c[gnEscdeonooconcd eneepopsacsy sacogIsLdq)
8dlooudn  gfactolum  oponbgbacammuecy
[88e02? 2a0guSorapdentciqoddi grodeopSiqed
320905 gfaodecnin cpecpzdfB: $:0008onuda’

g donqeodlonddi

qfocd 3aE[ME:Ba30 oddfidpospdics

secpaBasannboenn vdionddjimeo; sobeom
, aeos ootompdecontodm §oddjdcd wé
1 Becmatodiod eopolgddlonud

oqEicomabuyesaq c0ddeomnduéediés

b | _': 69 o€ §dooddi 0§:8eomadbon w[hSFeacy

pig€eos 2088comimeo) 8s6a8qt woBoocd
oot ofcacyh 56BoconoySlrdBn 48od
»$d c0deomopeonooggrs mboliads oobes
s oodpocdicgicsdlond 0§ideomnahgecnod
cnsfgnsgodecnn  sadlegplegpeapud§Eeoys
20&s008 :c;m:cg:cr}o#:q%ﬂu

q€ooh =E038s 2083comndodad cpad

.



\%0 ubsomarryy

ogPie0d q§egio} $eesied gpisS Sodsoodeot
g€dooddn  ucaoiuigsegodecnicogon  3[G86:
es: oy conien edlobeqpaod muleoys opofga:
e SlgBeonieny Svesogodalsie B :39(:?5
cSchmacndcdodesegomnaleoy qdlonudi 0903 @
00Heo $06e0IgOdMD  IEIICLIODOIO00AO
a3 ooomomeezatencbadqeoomigbeudad  copd
SlonuSu

cgepaB-wodoogy  sagmaglecocoy (€
BiEogEonfB: 0§:0088Cen =€ o gCmes g
gEBAdoncdn agussqieqp sacpeepa? qodooged
602 $02:83 oogudonu mutaSimesreapodogn
wony oAy BoAEHb ofwst
rﬁcoéz 39$0’)8ﬁ]ﬁ05@é? m&m&cma% q&cﬁ
Begpadagnoddoneod  gieoefgdilondi

opeod ogead eodmo}  macpsolesod
oSiccoeogeep 33803 0§s600I60R$300NI0703
cpeogq, epdmygileq IgPiN320333005
[gevzcogE8onud

m;ﬁcoﬁw&ma&éﬁ G§a3qj&cﬁcjn c§
epadeomeonypisaca’
ogog oEsfodeacpqié:copSilfié  ecogiecusaacy,
Qoddley a86fgreapqud mmmgifs [Giéesooadol’
BR:  §.§.8Bcordlonddn

oomuSonieon og§ecdsgpioun ey
§o3 gode[meomsacpooc dolBgl 86:86:
§§6 @quﬁ[ﬁcﬂm(ﬁn Gm')oécin?lc?o:ﬁ quc"}a
clgr€aqfopds cofesod S:qpodasacpon 8030}
cofeodicofs  qofsuonsoopSieonéiolzoynd
Bod[mpSsecd  88[gdeodondd

sleoad ocodeomanbolecgum Bideeont:
grcpoocl eggacopd: qegieoadfgyfleqptooys

qPrgo0oocaudesiconoisacioant: exwodoggp:
do208§ecocndlcoqs egoimapeolescand

! G§GGPE'}S§GCD cﬁo:)

comoigpist 8oBs0cdgls  codeomaneomns

G5 200df:dpuypBad  coveepadecocomnd 85
cal3280londdi

Y Sy Yy Y

JUJ.E =ee GHAY

oogoigo (50) ¢ w00

Retired Foresters who chaired the FREDA
are as follow: -
(1)January 1996 to June 2013 ————U
Sein Maung Wint (Retired DG)

(2) July 2013 to May 2015
U Ohn, (Retired Director)

(3) June 2015 to July 2018
U Than Nwei (B.Sc, For 61) (Retired DDG)

(4) August 2018 to June 2020 U
Sein Thet (B.Sc, For 65) (Retired Director)

(5) July 2020 to
U Sann Lwin (B.Sc, For 69) (Retired

DDG)

FREDA has been engaged in a wide range
of activities like socio-economic survey for rural
development, planning and demonstration for
community participation in reforestation and forest
conservation especially in mangrove including
implementation of integrated management activities
for natural disaster preparedness and sustainable
land use. Restoration of degraded mangrove
ecosystem in the delta of Myanmar, introduction
of renewable energy resources including various
types of gasifiers for cooking to save firewood,
support to scholars in environmental science at
M.Sc. and Ph.D. levels in partnership with donors
and universities concerned, and relief and
rehabilitation works in natural affected areas, and
responsible eco-tourism.

The projects and programmes are primarily
implemented with the co-operation of the
international NGOs-local NGOs and UN agencies.
FREDA now actively engaged in some activities
with the collaboration Nagao Natural Environmental
Foundation (NEF) of Japan, Action for Mangrove
Reforestation (ACTMANG) of Japan, Diakoniee
Katastrophenhilfe (DKH) of Germany,
Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst (EED) of
Germany. Myanmar Environmental Rehabilitation
Network (MERN), UNDP, the Embassies of USA,
UK, Japan and Germany in Myanmar.
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