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17 Sem Thet, IS¢ (Tor), M .Sc (ANU), MITA
yirector (Retired ), Ex-Chairnman, FEEDA

1he general conceprion of a “Forest ™ 1s of a
fairly lara= area of land covered mere or less densely
with tall tree prowth. This can be coneasted with a
“weaod” where the area coversd with Leess 5 small.
Thee [nedian weond “jungde™ s come o e comnonly
wsed w2 on svmenym for forest, T introduces »
sypaestion of privneweal forest with a ind of wild
s s s w1l as oo, o moach veorkesd or alterned
ke . Bush 1= veed mueh the same in Afiica where
“high bush™ refers o dense tall mee wrowth and “low
bzl refers o Llow savannah or scimb rope of forear,
Saveral definitions ofthis term ave available, the
moaL camprehensive seems o be thal ol 1103
Chatnpion {1243} “the theory and praclice ol the
mianagemant of orests, including theie creation when
necessary, o the comumuos provision of prodoce
and services™, Torests comsist of an assemnbly of
plarms of a number of different specics, genora and
farmlics lving ogerher in asscerarien on the same
arza. Thew donminarine characrenstic is the presence
of and assembly of tall woochy-sterumed planes
kneown as trees. Are not che only plants living in the
lorest, shruba, hechs, climbers and epiphyles all have
their place there i lving wopather. A forest should
il e Towked wpon merely ws a picce ol land on
which s vemeinble mseth conesimg olanmber al
imchividuals of g fow orm mopical foreats, o lot of
spoies: 1t should be regarded a2 o commumine and
thewachole emtaty (mecs. ahmubs, elimbors, ot ) should
[z considared as a Living carporation.

Shvammar 1 mich m forest resources and
biodiversioy and at least A0% of the total arca of the
countryvis still forested. Forest resources provide

59

many social, coonomic. and environmental benefits.
Sustainably manazad forsss provice essenoal poods
and aervices and thus play a vimal part in sustainable
development al” Myanmar. For abouwl 70% ol 52
million peeple who live al rural areas, Toresis are
tharr anby horng, They proveade fuel and comsimoction
weoen ] tradihiomal medicmaes amd o raow Toaemia s
for mmdustry such s ails, resins, eums, rubbyrs,

wxcs, fibres, ratean and bamboo.

The Permmimnent Foaest Taene (PEEY

compescl] of @ Reserved Forests and Protected

ix

Public Ferest and covers, 19738 million hectares.
Lhez PEE 15 under the managemanr of the bdinistry of
Maneal Fesourees and Environmenral Conservation
(MOMEES].
classified and cover 16 million hectares. Lnelassitied

Other lands with Torests are un-

farests are primarily under the anthority af
Depatmental A micullural Lard hManacernent ard
Atalistics within e bimsny ol Agiouone, Livesiock
ang Tretgution (MOATT)

Poresl o Myanmar are cateporized as
“elosed Torest ™ open ores1™ sl “other wissded
L™, Closedd Gores L is rovaiure Torest wathe wclosed
ganapy and a full standima stock, Open forest has
redueed standimy stock through a combinanon of
suhsistenes and commereal aymeulture cxpansion
and cornmarcial timber cutting. Open forest is mors
likelyto b uncler threat from forther encreachmeant
because it is already depraded and more likaly 1o

A
=2

bearder on agriculiural areas. Approximately
tl the tota] land aren ol The county 1= classihed as
il Tand with 200 00 1398 mmilham hectares,

under cullivanon., Myvamnu ™5 ot colnvanon mrea
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1= roughly divided into 50¥4 fornce pro{luctiqn,i:".%
for Dil':.]g!ag ﬁﬁﬂgﬂg %ﬂﬁstEﬁ&Yﬁrﬁﬂﬂld g
for ail palm, rubber. cte. Mvanmar was cnce the
world's largest niee preducer and 1t romains the
COTNITY'S PrUNARY Crop.

Fawenl comibute sigmleantly o Tood
secinily i several ways: Wl o o people aroumd
the aelobe are deperided one oo From Torests and
[romnn Imeees grovwe i o=k lsmesls, This s cepuectally
son ey Larnmae i exireme clamahe comdilons,
While thas 1s Irue for n large cross sechion ol the
ez, Il prerpale who Tive e Tomests are Tlly
epremiden om neses Gon thear fogd und eeliboaad,
T e are closely bmdoed Lo the subsisienes wse of
T resonrces by roral comirnumiies ;e han
i percental the peeple m Avanmoar Tive moural
sy umil are hemeily dependent upon Torest and
et Jard-hased resources for therr datly needs
irchuchirng mworne, Raoed smedicmes, Toca ol Gobder,
Te] woncd, amcd honesadwold Tnaledimge meteasals.

I'he Govvernment oot Myanmar is currently
ivalved invarious imporant refonmns of the Forest
Sacror including a major update of the Forest Law
and related by -laws. In view ofthe inportance of
the hyanmar Forestry Secter in enhancine national
zocin-2conemic development, and ensuring
ecolopical balance and environmental srabilite the
Mvanmar Forear Paliew has been formulated ina
hielistic and balanced manner within the avearall
context of the environment and susrainable
deveelopment. Lepally spealking, Forest Resomurces
elone o the =ac it is adminisrered by the Minisoy
of Mamral Resources and Envirenmenral
Conservation (MONIEECT on behalf of che
(Fovernment. ln practice, there are twa major
stalezholdars in the manapement ancd harvesting of
tiniber under MO BEC. Farest Department i FLA
15 considerac] as the custeclian of the forest rssources
of Myvanmar andear the suidance of MOMILEC. [tis
respansile forthe conservarioiL mventory planning.

B[ - SEORE TR

managzment and proteetien of the forest, Among
many actrvitics, it mehodes wter alia, caleolaton and
fixation of anonal Allowable Cuts {AAC ) for roak
and non-teak hardwseods operarion of ttmber stand
umprovemaent works, csrablishment of forest
planration, conscrvation of biodiversity and
enfiorccment of Tespocmee Lews, miles and regmilations.
Another major stakcholder 15 Myanmar 1imbar
Enrzrprise (M LE]. Irwas originallv constiutzd as
the Stare limber extraction Orpanizationin 19498
when Myanmar gained Indepondenes. Under the
changing politeal and socio-coonomic conditions of
the covntry, the rale of MTE was changzd and its
name had alse changed to Scate Timber Beard m
1932, Timber Cooperation in 14741 and Myanmar
limber Enterprised b TR in 1988, MTE has beon
responsible for harestnge of teak and non-teak
hardwooeds and processing and markcting of reak
lowrs havdwood logs and fimshed products randgsing
firom sawmn tunber, veneer and plywood, flooring
strips and parquet blocks to furnitre and wooed -
based wrenails. n other words, M 1E has been ons
af the largest Sratz-run Encenpriss and it plasys vieal
rol: in the ceonamy of Myanmar,

e Ler i rich Ferest Tamad, dyammnan 1= a nel
O Weernizeioms saeb T1as e me abveacdy prosaling
u pRpstIve comiribution G e alobal Behl wmans)
clirnale chume. Thespate bis, Swvimiror 15 (e (he
sETTS T e Trnpacts ol clirnane chame cased
bry imadiesiriadizeesd natiesns, Mo rane wislues 4y
develop i ceomommy, bul withool mesores o
scledress ernamsions i the lore, ecomormic grow h
irtdte WITRe L0 sl s s e LG T sk m dhe yems
Levensmie Wlvanrrar 1 there fome cormmiited n beak
the aclions seloul in THNTIC 11 order 1o Tanin the
ariswth alils fubure G e ssions, amd by diinge
ti1, Loy cresle himmoree sl balance hetween coomormce

cdevelopament and etraromrmenial sustrdaling
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umﬁ.--:anﬂa:'ué -- Jalcham oak ,Myanmar oak,Gland bearing oak ..

ﬂngn-::ﬂué - Quercus sarrata.

D -- Fagaceae.
&g - Quercus
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